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VILLAGE CONTACTS 
 

Editorial Email: burghill.tillingtonmagazine@gmail.com. 
Advertising: Penny Littlewood, tel:760835 
Distribution: Twink, The Angrove Burghill Hereford HR4 7RS  
 
 

 Parish Council 
 

Chairman: Alister Walshe ; Deputy Chairman: Simon Hairsnape  
David Bishop, Scott Bristow, Sam Davies, Pat Eagling, Mark Ellis, Tim Gilbert,  
Bernie Green, Neil Marks, Sophie Jenkins, Janette Pudsey & Ian Watkins. 
 

Parish Clerk: Paulette Scholes, Email: clerk@burghillparishcouncil.gov.uk   
 

 Herefordshire Council 
 

Ward Councillor: Pauline Crockett, Badnage View, Tillington HR48LW.  
Email: pauline.crockett3@herefordshire.gov.uk 
 
 

 Burghill Community Academy 
Executive Head: Mr Alex Davies Head of School: Catherine Astley 
Governors: Penny Littlewood (Chair); Ginn Downes; Carl Stevenson; Darin 
Truluck; Corrie Porter, David Thomas  
 

Safer Neighbourhood Team contacts: Pcso Adam Westlake 6552:  
 herefordrn.snt@westmercia.police.uk  

Simpson Hall Website: www.simpsonhall.uk 

LOCAL CONTACTS 

Retirement Club John Parnaby                                                          761564 
The Simpson Hall Bookings etc.   07726 148736 

Good Neighbour 

Scheme 

Joe Helme, Pearmain, 

Burghill HR4 7RW 

                    760816 

Guides Elizabeth Atkins                                             07940436104 

Brownies Mrs Fiona Bailey, 07866336160  

Rainbow Guides Emily Richardson                                          07966213633  
Cricket Club Secretary Mr. P. Knight                                                 07880 790249 
Football Club Darren Coates, Japonica Bell, 

Tillington 

07917595418 

Bridge Club Secretary Peter McCall                                                  07733097692  
St Mary’s Walking Group  Annie Ness                                                01432 760552  

Short Mat Bowling      Colin Reynolds             07703 343537 
B&T Handbells  

Ringers 

Liz Donovan 760881 

  
Tillington Strollers Mrs D. Price 760233 

C.A.P & COPSE Sally Robertson 760878 

Gardening Club Sue Rix, The Forge, Burghill 769496 

Knit one, Natter Too Joanna Helme 760816 

CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES 20TH OF EVERY MONTH 

mailto:herefordrn.snt@westmercia.police.uk
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I am not going to wish you a merry 
Christmas yet even though this is 
probably my best opportunity to infest 
the whole diocese with my festive 
cheer. As I write, the thoughtful 
season of advent has not even begun 
so I don’t want to sing gloria at you, or 
bellow ho-ho-ho. Expressions of 
seasonal enthusiasm have changed, 
and I wonder how many people today 
really understand the original 
language of Christmas anymore. “To 
us is born a saviour” What does that 

mean and why should it matter? 
 Advent is about looking at ourselves and at the world and realising 
just how much we need that saviour. Christians understand that 
Christmas would be pointless if we didn’t - just a marketing ploy cooked 
up by sellers of toys and frozen party nibbles to get us all to spend as 
much money as possible. But what if you have never been told?  If a fire 
engine screeched to a halt outside your house with sirens blaring and 
blue lights flashing, you might wonder what it was doing there if your 
house was not on fire. You might be mildly interested but you would 
hardly celebrate your salvation! In the same way this baby whose birth 
we celebrate on Christmas Day and who we hail as Saviour is 
presumably similarly underwhelming if you cannot see anything that we 
need saving from! 
 Sometimes it feels easier to believe in evil than in God.  But if you 
do believe that evil exists- if you see it in all its brutality in our daily 
news, if it touches you in grief, loneliness, hatred, jealousy- then you 
perhaps may dimly begin to understand why we need our Saviour. If you 
look at the impact of individual and corporate greed or the priorities and 
conduct of those who run our society you may begin to understand why 
we need our Saviour. If you look at crime, war, corruption and 
oppression, then you may perceive our deep need of salvation 
 Perhaps we all vaguely sense the need for a Saviour because we 
can all see some of what is wrong. It is only a step from that yearning for 
things to be better to realising that science and virtue-signalling won’t 
deliver and that our only hope of real and change is in God. Whether we 
recognize Him in the Christmas story repeated every year by those 
persistent folk in the churches and our tiny children with their tea towels 
on their heads is another question altogether. 
 Perhaps this year it might be time to look a bit deeper and see what all 
the fuss is about. Coming soon to a church near you. 

Dean Sarah 
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
Burghill Parish Council held its latest meeting on Tuesday 12th 
November 2024. Eleven Councillors were present along with four 
members of the public. 
 
The Parish Council discussed three planning application: 
 
• 242461 - 8 Jasmine Lane, Burghill, HR4 7QS. T1 Oak: to carry out 

crown reduction of 2-3m. It was RESOLVED to SUPPORT the 
application. 

 
• 242581 - 1 South Cottages, Jasmine Lane, Burghill, HR4 7QT. 

Remove two oak trees. Trees numbered 1 to 8 are all mature 
oaks.  Trees 1 and 2 constitute a risk to life. Removal of these 
trees would lessen the immediate danger to anyone in the cottage 
or in the gardens, and provide more light to the gardens whilst the 
amenity value would be unaffected as there would still be six oaks 
in the garden. No works to trees 3 – 8. A previous application from 
this property was rejected by the Parish Council as it was felt 
these legally protected (TPOs) trees need to be professionally 
inspected and deemed to be a real and present danger and a 
recommendation from Herefordshire Council Tree Officer is 
sought, this is currently missing from the reports The Parish 
Council are not satisfied that this new application satisfies those 
previous concerns. It was RESOLVED to OBJECT to the 
application. 

 
• 242551 - Yewtree House, Tillington, Hereford, HR4 8LW. Proposed 

domestic garage. It was RESOLVED to SUPPORT the application 
but noted no storm water drainage had been included within the 
application, they would like Herefordshire council to satisfy 
themselves that the drainage is satisfactory and sufficient for this 
building. 

 
A discussion took place regarding the flooding that had occurred near 
Tillington Common.  The Parish Council have now been granted a 
small drainage grant which will allow for the ditch to be cleared out and 
other solutions are now being looked at. 
 
The Parish Council are also looking for a new Footpaths Officer, if you 
are interested, please contact the Clerk.   
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Meeting dates for 2025 are: Tuesday 14th January, Tuesday 11th 
March, Tuesday 20th May, Tuesday 8th July, Tuesday 9th September 
and Tuesday 11th November  
 

At this meeting it was agreed to raise the precept by 1.3%.  Small 
grant requested have been received and will be brought to the January 
meeting for approval. 
 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 14th January. We hope to see you 
there. 

 

Paulette Scholes 
Clerk to the Parish Council 

Hi fellow Burghill & Tillington 
villagers, 

I am returned and rested from my 
fantastic hike along the Camino Trail, 
covering over 120km in 5 days, with 16 
other wonderful ladies.  

I had a fabulous time and met some 
wonderful people.  

I am over the moon to tell you that I have 
raised £2,444 in total for St. Michael’s 
Hospice, of which an incredible £955 
came from generous people in our 
parish.  

Over £50,000 was raised in our group 
for the hospice, from our trip alone.  

Thank you all so much for your support.   
 

Nicki Gilbert.  

Burghill Parish Council 
 

The Parish Council are looking for a new Footpaths Officer.  Footpaths 
within the Burghill Parish boundary amount to some 19Km in length, 
there are volunteers who assist with this role.  It is mainly checking the 
footpaths are clear and carrying out minor maintenance all major work is 
reported back to the Parish Clerk. 
 

If you are interested or want more information then please contact the 
parish clerk via email clerk@burghillparishcouncil.gov.uk  Full training 
will be given. 

mailto:clerk@burghillparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Simpson Hall News and  

Dates for you Diary 
 

The Simpson Hall Committee would like to take this 

opportunity to thank the Chairman Gerry Blyth and 

Treasurer Cyrus Amini and Secretary Sue Rix for 

their time and commitment to the Village Hall Committee over many 

years. They have all decided to stand down. We are extremely 

grateful to Gerry who amongst many new initiatives, set up and 

updated the Simpson Hall website. The website will be left online, 

but with no news or future events published until a new webmaster 

can be found. (You will still be able to see the calendar to view 

bookings.) We wish to express our thanks to Cyrus for all his hard 

work as treasurer which means that the Hall finances are now in a 

healthy state.  

Their departure will leave a huge void. The remaining seven trustees 

face a challenge in finding suitable replacements. We are still 

committed to the hall being used to serve the local community. If 

you feel able to volunteer or help out in any way please contact the 

deputy chairman Graham Gilbert , The Villa ( next door to the 

Simpson Hall)  

Telephone : 07831607390  

 

We would like to take this opportunity 

 to welcome you to our  

AGM on  

Tuesday Jan 7th 2025 at 19.00 hrs  

in the upstairs room at the Hall. 

The Simpson Hall Committee  
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The producers of this magazine accept no responsibility or liability for the services of advertisers in this magazine. 
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Burghill and Tillington Retirement Club 

December : On Thursday 12th the young people from Burghill academy 

will be visiting us to sing Christmas Songs for us  NOTE : This is the 

2nd Thursday of the month and the start time is 2pm. 

January: On Thursday 16th a representative from Growing Point a local 

Charity based in Credenhill will be coming to give us a talk on how tu-

tors and volunteers work with vulnerable people in order for them to get 

benefits from horticultural therapy.  

Tickets for the draw, that take place at each meeting, will cost £1. We 

meet in the Simpson Hall commencing at 2-30pm The cost is £3 and it 

includes light refreshments. 

Burghill & Tillington Gardening Club 
December 3rd 
Simpson Hall  

7.15pm 
  

It’s that time of year – our Christmas Gardening Quiz and Raffle, 
prizes and mince pies! 

Teams of 2-4 people for the quiz, just turn up and join in with 
others. 

Remember no meeting in January. February’s meeting will be 
Sue Watts-Cutler telling us about “Feng Shui in the Garden”. 

 
All are welcome, entry £4 to include refreshments. 

 
sueanddavidrix@talktalk.net 
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GNS WINTER 
LUNCHES 

 
The Good Neighbour Scheme is holding 
soup lunches again this winter. They will be 
held on the last Friday of each month between 12.30 and 2.00 
pm in the Simpson Hall. All are welcome. 
The dates are: 
  January 24

th
  February 28

th
  

There will be a small charge of £1 for soup and a roll, and 50p 
for a hot drink and biscuit. 
For more information, please contact Joe on 760816 or email: 
jfhelme@gmail.com 

CHRISTMAS WINDOWS AT 

BURGHILL CHURCH 
Once again village and church groups are decorating the porch, choir 

and windows in church for Christmas.  

The Christmas theme adopted this year by the Church of England is  

“Follow the Star-Calm and Bright”. 

This year we will be placing Christmas trees in every window. 

Windows will be decorated in time for “Carols by Candlelight” which will 

take place in church on Sunday Dec 15th starting at 5.30pm. Do come 

along for this candlelit service, followed by mince pies and mulled wine, 

and see the imaginative decorations or they can be viewed daily until the 

end of January.    

 

We are very grateful to all those people who are giving their skills and 
time to make the church look so beautiful. 
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Burghill & Tillington  

Good Neighbour 

Scheme 

Including  

the Community Café  

We can help with any of the following: 
• Delivering a hot meal from Burghill Valley Golf Club to any-
one in the village, on Monday to Friday 

Trips around the village and to town 
Running errands, such as fetching prescriptions, library 

books, shopping, 
Simple DIY jobs 
Befriending, if you would like someone to talk to 

• Socialising at the Community Café or outings 
Simple gardening in an emergency 

Contact Joe Helme:  01432 760816 or jfhelme@gmail.com 

The Community Café 

Our café is open every second Friday of the month from 10 un-
til 12 noon for drinks, delicious cakes and good company. 

The Community Library operates at the same time; for books, 
jigsaws and green bags 

The GNS Welcome Pack 

Is now available for anyone new to the village. If you are new, 
or if you know someone who is, and would like a Welcome 
Pack, please contact Joe Helme:  01432 760816 or 
jfhelme@gmail.com 

mailto:jfhelme@gmail.com
mailto:jfhelme@gmail.com
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CHRISTMAS 

 

 

 

 

 

 And marbled clouds go scudding by,  
The  many-steepled London sky. 

 

 

 

And is it true? And is it true, This most tremendous tale of  all, Seen in a 
stained-glass window's hue, A Baby in an ox's stall ? 

The Maker of  the stars and sea, Become a Child on earth for me ? 

 Bath salts and 
inexpensive scent, And hideous tie so kindly meant, 
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Burghill in Bloom update (BiB)  
 
It is autumn going into winter but the BiB team is already putting plans in 
place for 2025. 
The theme chosen is Sustainability and Environmental Sensitivity. 
If you’d like help with your own project in your own garden or you’d like 
to join this initiative in anyway, please get in touch. We can supply bulbs, 
etc to plant in front garden edges or perhaps you have space to plant up 
with some bee friendly perennials. We have volunteers growing seed-
lings ready for spring planting which we are happy to share with folks. 
We also have some blue barrels available for free to make into water 
butts. 
A competition will also be run in the period running up to the month of 
July with prizes. Look out for the categories in the February’s community 
magazine. if you’ve got ideas for what would make a great competition, 
we are very happy to hear of your suggestions.  
Any questions / ideas call John Parnaby 01432 761 564 
Thank you to all the 50 plus number of folks who were able to attend and 
make the BiB Celebration evening at the Simpson Hall on Tuesday 22nd 
October such a success. 
Dates for your diary …Village Litter Pick Saturday 15th March ….and the 
BiB Coffee Morning /  Table Sale event on Saturday 5th April. 

Digital Awareness Sessions 

                 At the Simpson Hall, Burghill, HR4 7RW 

 

Following the successful introduction of the new Digital Awareness sessions organ-

ised by Talk Community, the Simpson Hall and the CAP, Parishioners are invited to 

our next free session on Wednesday 19
th

 February between 2- 4pm. Those at-

tending are welcome to bring their own device, laptop, tablet, or smart phone and 

we can help you to access relevant sites for information, give advice on security, 

setting up emails, filling in online forms etc, or simply just getting to grips with your 

mobile phone. Alternatively, we also have two laptops provided by the Hereford-

shire Community Fund which would be available for your use.  

Talk Community also has a presence at the monthly Good Neighbour Coffee morn-

ings and can provide digital help if required. 

If you would like more information, please leave a message, or text, on 

07889285657 and we will get back to you. Alternatively, you may email: 

janettepudsey@burghillparishcouncil.gov.uk 
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ST MARY’S WALKING GROUP 

Our recent walk took us to the villages of Canon Pyon and Kings 
Pyon, featuring two beautiful churches and a freshly ploughed field 
to navigate around. This time, we tackled the route in reverse, which 
led to a bit of confusion for me as the walk leader but, rest assured, 

we found our way in the end! 

Our next walks are:     

Saturday 7
th

 December  
Starting from Burghill golf course 9.50am 

Saturday 4
th

 January 
Starting from Burghill church 9.50am 

Our December Walk is a shorter walk with lunch at Burghill 
Golf Course. We will start and finish our walk at the golf 
course. We warmly welcome newcomers to join us on our ad-
ventures. For more information call Annie Ness:  01432 
760552 
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Knit One, Natter Too 
The dark winter days are  a great time to get 
crafting! You don’t have to be a knitter - bring your 
own craft project and come along. You can be sure 
of a warm welcome, whatever your interest or level 
of expertise. We have some (almost) complete 
beginners as well as more experienced members 
who are always willing to provide advice or practical help.  
We usually meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month in the 
Simpson Hall, from 2-4pm, with refreshments provided, paying £2 per 
session.  
Only one meeting in December on the 11th  
January meetings are on the 8th and 22nd 
If you need help with transport, do let me know. 
Joanna Helme Tel:760816   email: joannahelme@gmail.com 

Community Café 
 

A warm welcome awaits you at the next café on Friday 
December 13th   from 10am to 12noon.  Do join us for 
coffee or tea and delicious cakes and scones. Don’t 

worry if you are on your own - you will soon find some friendly folk to 
chat to.   
If you enjoy the café, why not bring along a friend or neighbour?  
 

You can also browse books in the Community Library or look up 
information on the Talk Hub.  
 

If you think you might like to take some goodies home with you, 
please bring a container.  
We look forward to seeing you.  
Dates: Fridays: December 13th, January 10th, February 14th 
Time 10 to 12noon 

Tel:760816
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GRAND CHRISTMAS DRAW 
THE GRAND CHURCH CHRISTMAS DRAW  

WILL TAKE PLACE ON THURSDAY DECEMBER 19TH  
AT 10.30AM IN CHRCH 
PRIZES TO INCLUDE  

4 Christmas Hampers which are : 
A Christmas Meal, A breakfast, Bathroom Essentials,  

And Confectionary  
Various Vouchers 

Plus many more prizes.  
Tickets cost £1.00 per ticket or £5.00 for a book of 5 tickets. 

IN AID OF CHURCH FUNDS 
Tickets may be purchased from members of the PCC,  
Other church members and in church after services 

 And from Heather at Tillington Stores. 
We welcome suitable items for any of the hampers-please hand to Max Jenman or Liz 

Donovan 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 
FOR SALE IN OUR CHURCH  

AND FROM 

HEATHER IN OUR VILLAGE SHOP 
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Golden Meadow Playgroup 

Tuesdays (term time only) 10-11:30am 

£3 per family (rates differ for child minders) 

Simpson Hall, Burghill for 0-4year olds 

 Join us for themed activities including messy/
sensory play and crafts, regular areas (kitchen, tractors, playdough, puz-
zles), singing circle, story time and snack. Tea and Coffee available for 
carers. 

3rd December Visit to Life and Soul Cafe, Credenhill  

10th December Winter theme 

17th December Christmas Party - pre-booking required  
 

Playgroup will return on 14th January  
 

Please tell all your family and friends about us as we love seeing new 
faces!  For more information please see out Facebook page: Golden 
Meadow Playgroup 
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'Tis the Season to See Holly....... 
 
          Holly has a long been an evergreen symbol of ongoing life: 
the  Romans used sprigs of it to decorate the gifts which they 
exchanged at their midwinter solstice festival of Saturnalia, a time of 
chaotic revelry between the passing of the old year and the arrival of 
the following one. Christian missionaries adopted holly as a sign of 
death and resurrection and its red berries as drops of Christ's blood. 
          These days, we still use holly for Christmas decoration and 
modern plant breeding has helped enormously. The green spiny 
native holly (Ilex aquifolium) has been superseded by a whole range 
of bright variegated leaf forms, with cheery berries in either red or 
yellow.          
            The native holly has disadvantages if you want berries: a 
wild holly will be either male (bearing pollinating flowers) or female 
(capable of setting berries if pollinated by a male plant) but both 
males and females look identical otherwise. Not being able to tell 
them apart out of season can be a problem because to get berries 
on a female holly, you will need a female plant with a male holly 
nearby. 
 Ornamental hollies take the guesswork out of identifying male from 
female plants because each named cultivar will be of a known sex. 
Generally, if you want berries, simply choose a female type, 
checking that there is a known male Holly or some male native holly 
around nearby.  
        Berries aren't everything though: some ornamental male hollies 
are very attractive in their own right: the so-called 'Hedgehog 
Hollies', for example, have bright variegated leaves which have 
spines on the leaf surfaces as well as around the edges. 
 Another distinctive one is the so-called 'Blue Holly' (also available in 
a female form with red berries) which has green leaves on dark, 
purplish  stems, which all  colour slate purple-grey as the 
temperatures drop.               
          Watch out for the mischievous plant breeder who deliberately 
mis-named two hollies though: 'Silver Queen' is in fact a male holly, 
whilst 'Golden King' is a female form. Horticulturists do have a sense 
of humour!  
            
        Sue Watts-Cutler 
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ANSWERS TO THE 

PREVIOUS PUZZLE 

Ding Dong!  
“It’s fun!” “It’s good for your back!” “Quite calming really” – these are 

just some of the reviews we’ve had from people who’ve recently 
learned to ring bells here at Burghill Church… and it could be you!  

Are you looking for a new hobby in the New Year? Would you like to 
learn a skill that has been practiced in this country for centuries?  

Do you like the sound of bells floating over the village? 

Come along to Burghill Church on Monday nights at 7pm! 
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PUZZLE PAGE 

ACROSS DOWN 

Copyright © 2024 Simply Daily Puzzles  

7 English county (4,3,4) 
8 Covered walk with shops (6) 
9 Water ice (6) 
10 Mourn (6) 
12 Shrewd (6) 
13 Flightless bird (3) 
14 Failed to catch (6) 
16 Place of worship (6) 
18 Cower (6) 
20 Wearisome load (6) 
22 Ungenerous behaviour (11)  

1 Commotion (4) 
2 Mad (6) 
3 Gifted (8) 
4 Likelihood (4) 
5 Lebanese capital (6) 
6 Eastern (8) 
11 Beekeeper (8) 
12 German motorway (8) 
15 Unmarried (6) 
17 Spoiled (6) 
19 One of the Great Lakes (4) 
21 Simple (4)  
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RECTOR: Reverend Dr Phillip Brown 
The Vicarage, Burghill, HR4 7SG.                                                          
Tel: 01432 761821 
Email: revpjbrown.777@gmail.com 
Church email: burghillchurch@gmail.com 
Church website: www.burghillbenefice.com 

“The steadfast 

love of the Lord 

never ceases, 

His mercies 

never come to 

an end” 

Lam 3:22-3 

CHURCHWARDEN: 

Max Jenman Daimor, Burghill, HR4 7RN 760288 

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER 

  Liz Donovan  760881 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 

Secretary: Louise Dockstader       burghillpccsecretary@gmail.com   
     

Treasurer: Mark Lyddon :                          smtvtreasurer@gmail.com  
Gift Aid: Michael Langford,  761404 
     

Deanery Synod rep: Anna Nugent.   

Members:     Emma Noble (Also Electoral Role Officer ),  

Anna Nugent, David Bishop, Geraldine Jeffery. David Kelly, 
Susannah Peppiatt , Mary Hilder. 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: Jason Walker 07402 862046 

BELLRINGERS: kris Perruzza  07400322002 

PATHFINDERS  Phill Brown 01432 761821 

CHURCH FLOWERS: Geraldine Jeffery. 01432 674013  

THE SIMPSON HALL: 

                     simpsonhalluk@gmail.com  

Acting Chair: Graham Gilbert, ggilbert963@gmail.com               07831607390 

Secretary: Twink Helme, The Angrove, Tillington, HR4 7RS  

Vacant:                                                                        treasurer@simpsonhall.uk 

Bookings Manager: Charlie Poolton,                                                         07726148736 

We have a wonderful team who help distribute this magazine to every home in the Parish. 
 If you feel you would like to help ( even for occasional holiday cover)   

please contact Twink Helme. Thank you  

DEPUTY CHURCHWARDEN: Dave Kelly (Also Sacristy)          drill.bit@live.com 

mailto:revpjbrown.777@gmail.com
mailto:burghillchurch@gmail.com
http://www.burghillbenefice.com
mailto:smtvtreasurer@gmail.com
mailto:simpsonhalluk@gmail.com
mailto:ggilbert963@gmail.com

