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Human and Divine
The classic definition of theology is, ‘faith seeking understanding’. In other words,
trying to seek a correct understanding of faith. I have 3 degrees in theology, BA,
MA and a PhD. My research is in historical theology, from the 1st century to the
7th, and I have always thought that the key to a correct understanding lies in
understanding the context. In my career, I loathe books that claim sensational
things about Christianity that the academic community knows is total
codswallop but the average Joe doesn’t. I then have to spend time counteracting
claims that those I encounter are convinced that I am hiding something that
some foolish author has made up. The classic example was The Da Vinci Code by
Dan Brown (no relative of mine!). Christianity has two main problems in the
modern world. 1). That its historical claims are accurate. 2). That its theology is
coherent. As a Historical Theologian, to both, I can say yes, and here’s why.

We know that Jesus of Nazareth was a real person, who was born while Caesar
Augustus was alive at the same time Herod the Great was. This puts his birth
around 4–6 BC. We know that he was a ‘tekton’, which is confusingly translated as
a ‘Carpenter’. Jesus did not make furniture and I think the more accurate
description would be that of a general builder. He made houses. We know that he
died around AD 30 and was crucified under the Judean Governor Pontius Pilatus,
whose name is inscribed in stone in what is referred to as the Pilate Stone, ‘S
TIBERIÉVM PONTIVS PILATVS PRAEFECTVS IVDAEAE’. It is incomplete but would
say something like, ‘…. Caesar Tiberius, Pontius Pilate, Prefect of Judea’. So there
are things we are certain about which very, very few scholars dispute regardless
of faith, many of which I know. That Jesus was born, lived and died on a cross.

Christians believe something more. In terms of history, the accounts we have of
Jesus are written by those either close to him or those who did. St Paul for
example, knew Jesus’ family and his disciples. A pretty close proximity to the
man. Historically, this is quite unusual, that we have such close proximity to the
events and the man. So why does this matter? Because not only does he have a
personal experience of Jesus the Messiah, but he also knew those closest to him.
The New Testament is all about seeking to understand the man they knew which
is more than what we can know today. Nevertheless, at this time of year, both
things overlap quite well. Jesus is born but some notice that he is unique, the
shepherds and the wise men.

As we approach Christmas this year, not expecting much more than we usually
see. Perhaps we may glimpse something different about Jesus, in song, scripture
or poetry, or wonderment at the meaning of life and ask, as Sir John Betjeman
wrote: ‘Can with this single truth compare - that God was man in Palestine and
lives today in bread and wine.’      - Phill 3



PARISH COUNCIL UPDATES

The Parish Council met on Tuesday 11  November. There were twelve
councillors present and eleven members of the public. Our Herefordshire
Council Ward Councillor, Mrs Pauline Crocket was in attendance. The
Parish Council’s Clerk, Mrs Paulette Scholes ensures that the meeting is
conducted effectively and in accordance with the various governance
requirements expected of a public body. 

th

After welcoming those present and receiving apologies, we always start
with a public participation session.

We firstly get an update from Cllr Crockett about Herefordshire Council’s
activities that might affect the Parish. These included an update on next
year’s Council Tax, the new green waste service which starts next April
and the traffic management scheme by the school, which should be
finally completed later this month. 

We then open the floor to local residents who can raise issues of interest
or concern. We always listen carefully to these and do our best to
respond. It is often the case that resolution sits outside of the Parish
Council. In these cases, we do our best to raise the issue with the
appropriate organisation. Issues raised included inappropriate parking at
Redstone.

We discussed a Planning Application. These are always determined by
Herefordshire Council but we are consulted and respond reflecting local
views. Herefordshire Council doesn’t always agree with our views but we
do influence the decisions made. Our responses are always recorded in
our minutes which are available as a draft on the Parish Council’s website
as soon as possible after a meeting. 

We discussed whether the Parish Council should commission and take
responsibility for a crossing over the ditch at Tillington Common. As with
many decisions there were pros and cons to such an arrangement, and
the Parish Council had to balance these. Ultimately, the Parish Council
must ensure public safety and on this basis we agreed not to the pursue
the matter at this time. 4



We discussed whether the Parish Council should commission and take
responsibility for a crossing over the ditch at Tillington Common. As with
many decisions there were pros and cons to such an arrangement, and
the Parish Council had to balance these. Ultimately, the Parish Council
must ensure public safety and on this basis we agreed not to the pursue
the matter at this time. 
 
The Parish Council has received some flooding equipment, mostly flood-
bags which are inflatable ‘sand-bags’ which expand on contact with water.
However, there are not enough for all potentially affected properties. The
Parish Council will consider the matter at its next meeting. One option is
for the Parish Council to purchase equipment and make this available to
local residents at a subsidised rate. If you might be interested in such an
arrangement please let our Clerk know. 
 
The Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council (PCC) have been
working together to ensure that a high-quality Community Magazine
continues to be delivered to residents of the parish. This is a fantastic
community asset and we thank the PCC and Amy, the new editor for their
help and support. 
 
Every year, the Parish Council makes a number of grants to local
community organisations to support their good work, in total grants of
£5,900 were agreed for next year. 
 
The Parish Council also has to set the ‘precept’ for next year. This is the
local ‘tax’ which funds the Parish Council’s budget. We always try to keep
any increase as low as possible. For the year starting April 2026, we
agreed not to increase the precept at all. It will be the same as this year.
Thanks to good financial management, we have been able to do this
previously and over the last five years have one of the lowest average
increases of any Parish Council in Herefordshire. 
 
Our next meeting is 13th January, 2026, 7.00pm. Please do come along
and observe or make a contribution. We currently have two vacancies, if
you are interested in joining us and helping to make a difference locally,
then please do contact our Clerk (details on our website). 

Burghill Parish Council
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

Every Tuesday
-Golden Meadow Play Group
10am (Simpson Hall)
-Short Mat Bowling 2pm 
(Simpson Hall)
-Brownies 5.30pm 
(Burghill Girlguiding HQ)

Every Thursday
-Ageless & Active 12pm 
(Simpson Hall)
-Handbell Ringers 6.30pm 🔔
(Simpson Hall)
-Rainbows 5.15pm 
(Burghill Girlguiding HQ)
-Guides 7pm 
(Burghill Girlguiding HQ)
-Bridge Club 2pm (Every other
wk) (Simpson Hall)

📌 One-Off Events at Simpson Hall
- 2 Dec - 7.15pm Gardening Club 🌿nd 

- 10  Dec, 14  Jan & 28  Jan - 2pm Knit One Natter Two 🧶th th th

- 12  Dec & 9  Jan - 10am Community Café & Community Libraryth th

- 12  Dec & 9  Jan - 6.30pm - Movie night (separate adverts in this
mag)

th th

- 13  Jan - 7pm Burghill Parish Council meetingth

- 18  Dec, 15  Jan - 2pm Retirement Clubth th

- 31  Dec - 8pm NYE Partyst 

📅 Weekly Events
(All require booking unless stated otherwise)
We’ve done our best to provide accurate details, but dates and times may
change. Be sure to check with organizers before making plans

Every Monday
-Pilates 9.30am
(Simpson Hall)
-Bell Ringing 7pm 
(St Marys)
-Bridge Club 7pm (Every other
wk) (Simpson Hall)

Every Wednesday
-Yoga 9.30am 
(Simpson Hall) 

Every Sunday
-Kendo 5pm 
(Simpson Hall)

📌 One-off Events at the Church
- 14  Dec - 5pm Carols by Candlelightth

- 18  Dec- 10.30am Christmas Drawth
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Over the last couple of editions, we’ve been keeping you informed
about the challenges surrounding the distribution of the parish
magazine. As many of you will know, we had been preparing to

change the way the magazine was delivered—from posting a copy
through every door to providing copies at a number of local pick-up
points, supported by an online version. This was due to a shortage
of volunteers able to coordinate and carry out the regular delivery

rounds.

We are very pleased to share some encouraging news. Following
our recent appeals, a number of parishioners have expressed

interest in helping with the Distribution Coordinator role. Thanks to
this wonderful response, we are now optimistic that the role will be

fully supported going forward, which in turn means we can look
positively at the future of our magazine’s distribution.

A huge and heartfelt thank you to everyone who has been involved
during this period—those who attended meetings, exchanged

countless emails, and spent time thinking and planning the best
way ahead. Your willingness to help and your care for our

community have made all the difference.

We will continue to keep you updated, and we are grateful for your
patience and support as we move into this next chapter for our

parish magazine.

Amy

A note from Editor- Parish Magazine Update
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You can be sure of a warm welcome, whatever your
interest or level of expertise. We have some (almost)
complete beginners as well as more experienced
members who are always willing to provide advice or
practical help. 

 Knit One, Natter Too

Autumn is a good time to start a new
project or a new craft. You don’t have to
be a knitter - bring your own craft project
and come along. 

You are also welcome if you only want to natter! 

We usually meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of
each month in the Simpson Hall, from 2-4pm, with
refreshments provided, paying £2 per session. 

There is only ONE meeting in December, on the 10 .th

January meetings are on the 14  and 28  th th

If you need help with transport, do let me know.

Joanna Helme 
Tel: 01432 760816 email:joannahelme@gmail.com
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Reg. Charity No. 1118865

The Copse Leisure Trust

A big thank you to all our volunteers and supporters for helping our
charity to improve the facilities at The Copse Leisure Area. We

would also like to thank everyone who attended and supported our
fundraising events this year.

 
We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

 Sally, Mark, Colin, Emma, Shirley, Ian, Darren (Trustees), Mandy
(Secretary)

Burghill CAP & Community Library

Our next session is:
Friday 12th December &

 Friday 9th January 
 10 am to 11.30 am at The Simpson Hall

during the Community Café Session
Jigsaws for you to loan over the Christmas period. 
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We can help with any of the following:
Delivering a hot meal from Burghill Valley Golf Club to any one
in the village, on Monday to Friday
Trips around the village and to town
Running errands, such as fetching prescriptions, library books,
shopping,
Simple DIY jobs
Befriending, if you would like someone to talk to
Socialising at the Community Café or outings Simple gardening
in an emergency

Contact Joe Helme: 01432 760816 or jfhelme@gmail.com

Burghill & Tillington 
Good Neighbour Scheme

Including the Community Café

The Community Café
A warm welcome awaits you at the next café on Friday 12th Dec &
9th Jan from 10am to 11.30am. Do join us for coffee or tea and
delicious cakes and scones. Don’t worry if you are on your own -
you will soon find some friendly folk to chat to.  
If you enjoy the café, why not bring along a friend or neighbour? 

You can also browse books in the Community Library or look up
information on the Talk Hub. 

If you think you might like to take some goodies home with you,
please bring a container. We look forward to seeing you. 
Dates: Fridays: December 12 , January 9 , February 13thth th

10-11.30am
The GNS Welcome Pack

Is now available for anyone new to the village. If you are new, or if
you know someone who is, and would like a Welcome Pack, please
contact 
Joe Helme: 01432 760816 or jfhelme@gmail.com
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GNS WINTER LUNCHES
The Good Neighbour Scheme is holding soup lunches again this
winter. They will be held on the last Friday of each month (except
for December) between 12.30 and 2.00 pm in the Simpson Hall. 
All are welcome.

The dates are:   
January 30th  
February 27th 

March 27th 

There will be a small charge of £1 for soup and a roll, and 50p for a
hot drink and biscuit.

For more information, please contact Joe on 760816 or email:
jfhelme@gmail.com

St Mary’s Walking Group
Our November walk took us to Hoarwithy for a scenic 5-mile route
that included a lovely stretch alongside the River Wye. We crossed
the Sellack Suspension Footbridge towards Kings Caple -wobbly,
but great fun! We were fortunate to enjoy mostly sunny weather,
making it a very pleasant outing.

Our next walk:   
Saturday 6th December

Meeting at Burghill Valley Gold Club 9.50am

Saturday 4  Januaryth

Starting from Burghill Church 9.50am
Our December Walk is a shorter walk with lunch at Burghill Golf
Course. We will start and finish our walk at the golf course. 
We warmly welcome newcomers to join us on our adventures. 
For more information and lunch reservation call Annie Ness: 01432
760552
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Burghill and Tillington Retirement Club

December: On Thursday 18  the Young People from Burghill
Acacdemy are coming to sing Christmas Songs to us. 

th

Please note it starts prompt at 2pm as the YP have to be back at
school in good time for finishing time. 

January: On Thursday 15  a talk will be given by a representative
from Hereford Cathedral. 

th

February: On Thursday 19  there will be a talk on Age UK.th

Tickets for the draw, that take place at each meeting, cost £1.
We meet in the Simpson Hall. We start gathering from 2pm

onwards and commence at 2.30pm (Except December).
The cost is £3 and it includes light refreshments.

Burghill & Tillington Gardening Club Simpson Hall
Tuesday 2nd December - 7.15 pm

“A Christmas Arrangement”

Join us for an early start to Christmas, at a festive social evening.
 Noella Plasman-Jones will demonstrate some Christmas flower

arrangements to get us in the mood. We’ll include them in the raffle
later in the evening. Mulled wine and mince pies, tea and coffee.

No meeting in January.

All are welcome, just £4 on the door to include refreshments.

 sueanddavidrix@talktalk.net 
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CHURCH CHRISTMAS DRAW
We are holding our annual Church Christmas Draw again and
tickets are now on sale. We have some excellent prizes including a
Christmas hamper, a watch, a bracelet and several vouchers.

Tickets cost £1 each, £5 per book and can be bought from Max
Jenman, Liz Donovan and other members of the Parochial Church
Council. The draw will take place on Thursday morning, December
18th at 10.30am in Church. We are grateful for your support.

For more details please contact Max Jenman or Liz Donovan.

WANTED: Christmas Hamper Items
Please give any items suitable for the Christmas Hamper draw to
Max Janman, Daimore or leave in the box just inside the church.

Thank you.

CHRISTMAS WINDOWS AT BURGHILL CHURCH
Once again village and church groups are decorating the porch,
choir and windows in church for Christmas. 

The Christmas theme adopted this year by the Church of England is 
“JOY”

And each group will show how they bring JOY to the community

Windows will be decorated in time for “Carols by Candlelight” which
will take place in church on Sunday Dec 14  starting at 5.00pm. Do
come along for this candlelit service, followed by mince pies and
mulled wine, and see the imaginative decorations or they can be
viewed daily until the end of January.  

th

We are very grateful to all those people who are giving their skills
and time to make the church look so beautiful.
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St Mary’s Church, Burghill

Sunday 14th December 2025
Starting at 5pm

Come and enjoy this magical
atmosphere in our beautiful church, lit

only by candles.

Traditional Carols, Bible readings,
Poems, and performances from

St Mary’s Church Choir 
&

 The Burghill & Tillington Handbell Ringers

Mince Pies & Mulled Wine

Carols by Candlelight
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Tuesdays (term time only) 10-11:30am
£3 per family (rates differ for child minders) 

Simpson Hall, Burghill for 0- 4 year olds
Join us for themed activities including messy/sensory

play and crafts, regular areas (kitchen, tractors,
playdough, puzzles), singing circle, story time and snack. 

Tea and Coffee available for carers.

Golden Meadow Playgroup

Dates for Dec/Jan
2/12 Winter

9/12 Normal (potentially no group)
16/12 Christmas (need to prebook)

No group until 13/1 
Each week in Jan from 13/1

ADVERT COSTS

Charges (yearly- Which is 10 editions)
  1/8 page - £35 

  ¼ page- £70
  ½ page- £140

1 full page- £280
  Rear full page- £500

Charges (per edition)
 1/8 page - £7
 ¼ page- £14
 ½ page- £28

1 full page- £56
 Rear full page- £100
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01432 343477
hereford@shandw.co.uk



Gwilym Davies, Director
Tel: 01432 483101
Email: aardvark@alpens.co.uk

Company No: 13530440
VAT No: 324 478 396

Digital TV Systems
CCTV
WIFI & Networking
Electrical
Maintenance
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PCC Members:
Emma Noble  
(Also Electoral Role 
Officer), Anna Nugent,
David Bishop, 
Geraldine Jeffery, 
David Kelly & Mary Hilder.

Bellringers: 
Kris Perruzza- 
07400322002

Church Flowers:
Geraldine Jeffery - 
01432 674013

The Simpson Hall
Acting Chair: 
Graham Gilbert -
ggilbert963@gmail.com 
07831607390 

Secretary: 
Vacant                              
treasurer@simpsonhall.uk

Bookings Manager: 
Charlie Poolton -
07726148736

REVEREND PHILL & CONTACTS

RECTOR: Reverend Dr Phillip Brown 
The Vicarage, Burghill, HR4 7SG

01432 761821 - revpjbrown.777@gmail.com
Church email: burghillchurch@gmail.com

Church website: www.burghillbenefice.com

Churchwarden: 
Dave Kelly (Also Sacristy) -
kelly.da2024@hotmail.com

Deputy Churchwarden:
Max Jenman -
rmjenman1485@hotmail.com
07485142141

Safeguarding Officer:
Liz Donovan - 760881

Parochial Church Council 
Secretary:         
Louise Russell - 
burghillpccsecretary@gmail.com

Treasurer:
Mark Lyddon -
smtvtreasurer@gmail.com

Gift Aid: 
Michael Langford - 761404

Director of Music:
Jason Walker - 
07402 862046

Deanery Synod rep: 
Anna Nugent
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Editorial & Adverts: Amy Jones -
burghill.tillingtonmagazine@gmail.com
Distribution: TBC- to follow on next magazine

VILLAGE CONTACTS

Chair: Alister Walshe     
Deputy Chair: Simon Hairsnape
David Bishop, Scott Bristow, Sam Davies, Pat Eagling, Mark Ellis,
Tim Gilbert, Bernie Green, Neil Marks, Janette Pudsey, David Tong
& Ian Watkins.
Parish Clerk: Paulette Scholes –
clerk@burghillparishcouncil.gov.uk - www.simpsonhall.uk

MAGAZINE

PARISH COUNCIL

HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

WARD Councillor: Pauline Crockett, Badnage View, Tillington,
HR4 8LW - pauline.crockett3@herefordshire.gov.uk

ORCHARD MULTI ACADEMY TRUST- 
BURGHILL COMMUNITY ACADEMY

Executive Headteacher: Mr B Caldicott
Head of School: Mrs E Potter

SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM CONTACTS

Pcso Adam Westlake 6552-
herefordm.snt@westmercia.police.uk

WEDNESDAY GROUP

For Church Yard Maintenance: Max Jenman - 07485 142141
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Retirement Club: John Parnaby - 01432 761564

The Simpson Hall (Bookings) 07726 148736

Good Neighbour Scheme: Joe Helme - 01432 760816

Guides: Elizabeth Atkins - 07940 436104

Brownies: Mrs Fiona Bailey - 07866 336160

Rainbows: Emily Richardson - 07966 213633

Cricket Club Secretary: Mr. P. Knight - 07880 790249

Football Club: Darren Coates - 07917 595418

Bridge Club Secretary: Peter McCall - 07733 097692

St Mary’s Walking Group: Annie Ness - 01432 760552

Short Mat Bowling: Colin Reynolds - 07703 343537

B&T Handbells Ringers: Liz Donovan - 01432 760881

C.A.P & COPSE: Sally Robertson - 01432 760878

Gardening Club: Sue Rix - 01432 769496

Knit one, Natter Too: Joanna Helme - 01432 760816

Burghill In Bloom: Max Jenman - 07485 142141

LOCAL CONTACTS
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