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Harvest: Thank God for the Supermarket!
There are certain signs that autumn has arrived. The evenings become
darker, the leaves begin falling from the trees, the heating is switched on
with some reluctance, and someone in the village starts complaining that
the weather is not what it used to be. And, of course, there is Harvest
Festival.

Harvest is one of those wonderfully traditional occasions when we decorate
the church with vegetables, fruit, flowers and tins of baked beans, sing
hymns about gathering in the harvest, and then wonder what on earth we
are going to do with three dozen tins of peas.

It is easy to forget what harvest is actually about. Most of us have never had
to grow enough food to see a family through the winter. If we are hungry, we
don't generally reach for the hoe and head into the garden. We reach for the
telephone, the car keys or, increasingly, an app on our phone. Our food
comes from supermarkets, which are rather impressive places. You can walk
in wanting a pint of milk and emerge forty-five minutes later with a bottle of
wine, a packet of biscuits, a reduced chicken and something you have no
idea how to cook.

But behind all that convenience are farmers, growers, pickers, drivers,
warehouse workers, shop assistants and countless others. Somewhere,
somebody has worked extremely hard to produce the food we quite casually
put into our trolley. And then there is the weather.

 Farmers, perhaps more than anyone else, understand that ultimately we are
not in control. Too much rain is a problem. Too little rain is a problem. Too
much sunshine can be a problem. Too little sunshine is definitely a problem.
And snow in March is simply an invitation to despair. Harvest therefore
reminds us of something we can easily forget: we are dependent upon God
and upon one another.

It also reminds us to be grateful. We have become very good at complaining
— about the weather, the price of things, politicians, traffic, etc... Harvest
gives us an opportunity to stop and say, "Actually, there is an awful lot for
which we should be thankful."

But gratitude should lead to generosity. While many of us have plenty,
others do not have enough. Harvest is a reminder that God's gifts are not
intended simply to be stored in our cupboards, garages and bank accounts.
They are to be shared.

So this Harvest, let us give thanks for the food on our tables, for those who
produce it, and for the extraordinary generosity of God's creation.
And if you find yourself looking at the harvest display and wondering why
anyone thought we needed fourteen marrows, remember: somewhere,
someone is probably wondering exactly the same thing.

 Thank God for the harvest — and pass the apple crumble!
Phill 3





The Parish Council held its ordinary meeting on Tuesday 8th
September 2026 at Simpson Hall, with seven members of the public
attending.
 
🚗 Speed limits and road safety
Road safety was a key topic at the meeting. The Council discussed
the proposed 50mph speed limit and concerns raised by residents,
particularly around St Mary's.
The Council agreed to formally raise its initial concerns with
Herefordshire Council Highways. Suggestions including additional
"SLOW" road markings and coloured road surfacing were also
discussed.
The Council will consider Herefordshire Council's Traffic Regulation
Order (TRO) response at its November meeting before agreeing its
formal position.
 
💧 Drainage and flooding
Funding has now been confirmed for drainage maintenance, with
£3,048.64 for maintenance works and £2,450 for a new asset. The
works are expected to begin in November.
Drainage works at Whitmoor Pool Common have unfortunately
been deferred until next year due to higher-than-expected costs.
The Council is working with the Academy Trust to explore more
competitive quotations and possible grant funding.

🌿 Village maintenance
Vegetation management at Whitmoor Pool Common has been
carried out following the bird nesting season, with a further final cut
planned before winter.
The Council also approved the removal of the Silver Birch tree on
Tillington Common, at a cost of £150.
Funding of £560 will be requested through the Public Rights of Way
(PROW) grant for footpath works during 2026/27.

PARISH COUNCIL UPDATES
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🐕 Dog waste bins – we want your views!
The Council is looking at whether additional dog waste bins are
needed around the village and is currently considering potential
locations and costs.
Before making any decision, we want to hear from residents.
Do you think additional dog waste bins are needed? If so, where
would you like to see them?
Please look out for our poll in this edition of the Parish Magazine
and let us know your views.

❤️ Defibrillators
Checks on the parish defibrillators are ongoing. The cabinets have
been unlocked to promote access when needed and the Council is
now looking at the costs of any required maintenance or
replacement equipment.
These costs will be considered at the next Parish Council meeting.

🏡 Planning
The Council considered two planning applications during the
meeting and raised no objections to either, while noting the
relevant requirements and comments from the Highways Authority
regarding access.
The Council also noted a number of recent planning decisions from
Herefordshire Council.

👥 Parish Council vacancy
There is currently one Parish Councillor vacancy remaining.
Cllr Jade Williams has also been appointed to the Finance and
Administration Working Group.

📅 Next meeting
The next ordinary meeting of Burghill Parish Council will be held on:
Tuesday 10th November 2026

Members of the public are welcome to attend.
6





COMMUNITY EVENTS

Every Tuesday
-Golden Meadow Play Group 10am
(Simpson Hall)
-Short Mat Bowling 2pm 
(Simpson Hall)
-Brownies 5.30pm 
(Burghill Girlguiding HQ)

Every Thursday
-Pilates 10.30am
(Simpson Hall)
-Ageless & Active 12pm 
(Simpson Hall)
-Handbell Ringers 6.30pm 🔔
(Simpson Hall)
-Rainbows 5.15pm 
(Burghill Girlguiding HQ)
-Guides 7pm 
(Burghill Girlguiding HQ)
-Bridge Club 2pm (Every other wk)
(Simpson Hall)

Tue 6  Oct - 7.30pm Gardening Clubth

Fri 9  Oct - 10am Community Cafeth

Fri 9  Oct - 6.30pm Movie Night (see poster)th

Wed 14  & 28  Oct - 2pm Knit One Natter Twoth th

Thur 15 Oct - 2pm Retirement Clubth 

Fri 16  Oct- 6.30pm Fashion Show (see poster)th

Sat 17  Oct- 6pm Hand Bell Concertth

Wed 21  Oct- 2pm Community Digital Awareness Talk Hubst

Mon 26  Oct- Movie Night (see poster)th

Fri 30  Oct- 12.30 GNS Summer Lunchesth

Fri 30  Oct- 4.30pm Little Monstes Halloween Party (see poster)th

Sat 31  Oct- 7pm- 8pm Halloween Partyst

📅 Weekly Events
(All require booking unless stated otherwise)
We’ve done our best to provide accurate details, but dates and times may
change. Be sure to check with organizers before making plans

Every Monday
-Pilates 9.30am
(Simpson Hall)
-Tai Chi 1.15pm
-Bell Ringing 7pm 
(St Marys)
-Bridge Club 7pm (Every other wk)
(Simpson Hall)

Every Wednesday
-Hatha Yoga with Suzanne 9am 
(Simpson Hall) 

Every Sunday
-Kendo 5pm 
(Simpson Hall)

📌 Other events at Simpson Hall
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Burghill & Tillington Gardening Club
Simpson Hall

Tuesday 6th October
7.15pm

This month Michelle Blackmore from Madley Plants will
demonstrate planting ideas for winter containers.

She will also bring plants and bulbs for sale and can take cash or
card!

All are welcome. £4 on the door, refreshments included.

To continue next year, the Club still needs a new secretary, if you are
interested please talk to Sue.

sueanddavidrix@talktalk.net 

October: On Thursday 15th there will be a slide show by Pedro
(who lives in ourvillage) entitled My Travels.

November: On Thursday 19th a representative from the Cats
Protection League will give a talk on their work in the
Herefordshire area.

Tickets for the draw, that take place at each meeting, cost £1.

We meet in the Simpson Hall. We start gathering from 2pm
onwards and commence at 2-30pm. The cost is £3 and it
includes light refreshments.

Burghill and Tillington Retirement Club
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The next free Digital Awareness Session will be on Wednesday 21st
October 2- 4pm. Those attending are welcome to bring their own
device, laptop, tablet, or smart phone and we can help you to
access relevant sites for information, give advice on security such
as potential Scams, setting up emails, filling in online forms etc, or
simply just getting to grips with your mobile phone. Alternatively,
we also have two laptops provided by the Herefordshire Community
Fund which are available for your use. 

Meanwhile if you would like more information or have a query,
please leave a message, or text 07889285657 and we will get back to
you. Alternatively, you may email:
janettepudsey@burghillparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Community Digital Awareness Sessions
At the Simpson Hall, Burghill, HR4 7RW

Burghill FABS (PTFA)
Annual General Meeting

Monday 12  October- 7pm- The Three Elms Pubth

We would like to invite you to our AGM. Everyone is very 
welcome to attend. As this is our AGM, new members will be
elected, so it is especially important that we have enough attendees
present to carry this out. 

If you ae interested in standing for a role (and we know some people
expressed interest recently) please let us know in advance. 

We look forward to seeing as many of you there as possible.
Best regards

Kelly Benjamin- Chair
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 Knit One, Natter Too

The Autumn can be a good time to start a new project, as we spend
more time indoors and the thought of creating something cosy
sounds more appealing. 
You don’t have to be a knitter - bring your own craft project and
come along. You can be sure of a warm welcome, whatever your
interest or level of expertise. 
We have some (almost) complete beginners as well as more
experienced members who are always willing to provide advice or
practical help. 
You are also welcome if you only want to natter! 

We usually meet on the 2  and 4  Wednesday of each month in the
Simpson Hall, from 2-4pm, with refreshments provided, paying £2
per session. 

nd th

October meetings are on the 14  and 28 .th th

If you need help with transport, do let me know.
Joanna Helme Tel:760816email:joannahelme@gmail.com

Burghill CAP & Community Library

Our next sessions are
Friday, 9th October 2026

10 am to 11.30 am at The Simpson Hall
during the Community Café Session

A new selection of jigsaws available to borrow

14
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We can help with any of the following:
Delivering a hot meal from Burghill Valley Golf Club to anyone in
the village, on Monday to Friday
Trips around the village and to town
Running errands, such as fetching prescriptions, library books,
shopping,
Simple DIY jobs
Befriending, if you would like someone to talk to
Socialising at the Community Café or outings
Simple gardening in an emergency

Contact Joe Helme: 01432 760816 or jfhelme@gmail.com

Burghill & Tillington 
Good Neighbour Scheme

Including the Community Café

The Community Café
A warm welcome awaits you at the next café, on Friday, 9  October
from 10.00 am to 11.30.  Do join us for coffee or tea and delicious
cakes and scones. Don’t worry if you are on your own - you will soon
find some friendly folk to chat to.  

th

If you enjoy the café, why not bring along a friend or neighbour? 

You can also browse books in the Community Library or look up
information on the Talk Hub. 

If you think you might like to take some goodies home with you,
please bring a container. These are on sale after 11am. 
We look forward to seeing you. 
Dates: Fridays: October 9 , November 13 , December 11 .th th th

Time 10 to 11.30 
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Please pre-book. Charlie 07726 148736 or Sally 07581 334900
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Please pre-book. Charlie 07726 148736 or Sally 07581 334900
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Restoring Our Wildlife Habitat by Rich Downes
In 2023, a landmark report revealed the UK’s devastating wildlife decline.
Since the 1970’s, the UK has lost over 30% of its wildlife habitat and many
creatures are on the brink of extinction. I then realised that that was my
lifetime. I’ve witnessed this decline in real time!
As a young boy living in this parish, we would turn rockery stones to discover
frogs, toads, newts, centipedes, millipedes, chrysalises, worms, slugs, snails,
beetles, woodlice - now there is nothing but bare earth. The air was busy with
birds, bees, butterflies, moths, insects of all kinds - now massively reduced.
On nearby wetlands we would watch curlew and snipe and get dive bombed
by angry lapwings! Iridescent sticklebacks would sparkle in local brooks and
the pink willowherb on Tillington Common crawled with spectacular
elephant hawk moths and their caterpillars. Now all gone.
On the extensive grasslands, beautiful, lolloping hares were a regular sight. A
favourite game was to see how close we could get to them as they lay
basking in the sun. The grasslands are now intensely farmed fields of crops
and the hares are no more.
The clear water of the many ponds, teamed with life; an oasis of biodiversity
and an essential resource for so many other creatures. Only one of our five
nearby ponds still exists. A knock-on effect of the loss of ponds has been the
recline in house martins and swallows which for generations had built their
nests on the eves of our houses. No ponds, no mud, no nests, no birds!
When you now stand and admire the British countryside, it looks idyllic, but
that’s from our narrow, human perspective. About 70% of land in the UK is
currently farmed and sadly, most farmland is devoid of wildlife. Few gardens
have any wildlife habitat and many fruit orchards are sterile environments.
Of course, we are indebted to our farmers for helping to feed the nation but
the decline in habitat has proved that farming must be done with sustainable
methods. Thankfully, many farmers are now embracing this change, but we
must all claim responsibility for wildlife’s recovery. We all have opportunities
to help in some small way, whether it’s rewilding a patch of garden, digging a
small wildlife pond, or planting more wildlife friendly plants and trees. 
We own a once, neatly mown acre of Tillington countryside which we had
always used for gardening and leisure pursuits but we realised it had far
more value as wildlife habitat. 
So in 2024 I put away the mower, wildflower seeds were sown, Budleia,
Echinops and a selection of wildlife friendly trees were planted - each tree
sponsored by a family member. Two ponds were created, now alive with
frogs, beetles, newts and dragonflies; also an essential water supply for many
other birds and mammals. 
A large heap of decaying logs was dumped, a compost heap built, a 'dead
hedge' constructed to encourage roosting and nesting birds, bug hotels and
bird boxes installed, a hedgehog house built, now with a lodger! Corrugated
sheets laid down to encourage snakes, slow worms and small mammals - an
enormous grass snake found a home there within just a few weeks!
Two years on, the field is returning to its natural state as we watch Mother
Nature taking over. Groups from Burghill school will hopefully be visiting to
learn about the sort of action we can all take to help build a better, more
sustainable future for our wildlife. We may even one day see our local parish
council taking positive steps towards helping maintain and develop our ever
dwindling natural environment. 21
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Burghill in Bloom

At our next meeting, we will be discussing plans and actions for the
year ahead.

We have been asked whether, following the Parish Council’s
spraying of roadside weeds, we can arrange for our new contractors
to clear the gutters, followed by the road sweeper to clean up any
remaining debris.

We would also like to continue with our village litter pick, again with
the support of the Parish Council, and will be asking for volunteers
to help with this next year.

The Copse Committee has also asked whether we would consider
assisting with their biodiversity area once building work
commences.

We will continue to monitor our village plant boxes and will shortly
be preparing them for the winter months ahead.
If you would like to join us at our next meeting or would be
interested in helping with any of the above, please get in touch with
me.
Max Jenman

ADVERT COSTS

Charges (Yearly- Which is 10 editions)
  1/8 page - £35 

  ¼ page- £70
  ½ page- £140

1 full page- £280
  Rear full page- £500

Charges (Per edition)
 1/8 page - £7
 ¼ page- £14
 ½ page- £28

1 full page- £56
 Rear full page- £100
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Gwilym Davies, Director
Tel: 01432 483101
Email: aardvark@alpens.co.uk

Company No: 13530440
VAT No: 324 478 396

Digital TV Systems
CCTV
WIFI & Networking
Electrical
Maintenance



Digital TV Systems
CCTV
WIFI & Networking
Electrical
Maintenance

Boiler Maintenance & Repairs

Boiler Servicing

Central Heating Installations

Plumbing Works

Landlord Gas Certificates

Radiator Installation, Services & Repairs

Proud to serve the people of Herefordshire... 

A local company with over 30 years
experience

“whether it’s a central heating installation or
repairing your boiler, our friendliness and
duty of care are the fundamentals at the
heart of our advice and service.”

Tel: 01432 807500
Email: info@bullseyeboilerservices.co.uk
www.bullseyeboilerservices.co.uk
Unit 18, Centenary Park, Skylon Central,
Munitions Close, Hereford, HR2 6FT.

Email us to book your appointment!

Why choose Bullseye Boiler Services?

30+ 
Years experience

Voted 5

On Google reviews
Trust the triangle,

we’re on it!













CARPETS VINYL LAMINATES LVT









PCC Members:
Emma Noble  
(Also Electoral Role
Officer), Anna Nugent,
David Bishop, 
Geraldine Jeffery, 
David Kelly & Mary Hilder.

Church Flowers:
Geraldine Jeffery - 
01432 674013

The Simpson Hall
Chair: 
Michael Aitken-
maitken46@outlook.com
07484 324904 

Treasurer 
Paul Kelly-                            
paul.shtreasurer@btinternet.com

Secretary
Twink Helme- 
s.e.helme@gmail.com

Bookings Manager: 
Charlie Poolton -
07726148736

REVEREND PHILL & CONTACTS
RECTOR: Reverend Dr Phillip Brown 

The Vicarage, Burghill, HR4 7SG
01432 761821 - revpjbrown.777@gmail.com
Church email: burghillchurch@gmail.com

Church website: www.burghillbenefice.com

Churchwarden: 
Dave Kelly (Also Sacristy) -
kelly.da2024@hotmail.com

Deputy Churchwarden:
Max Jenman -
rmjenman1485@hotmail.com
07485142141

Safeguarding Officer:
Liz Donovan - 760881

Parochial Church Council 
Secretary:         
Louise Russell - 
burghillpccsecretary@gmail.com

Treasurer:
Mark Lyddon -
smtvtreasurer@gmail.com

Gift Aid: 
Michael Langford - 01432 761404

Director of Music:
Jason Walker - 07402 862046

Deanery Synod rep: 
Anna Nugent

Bellringers: Mandy Welch -
01432 769142 37
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mailto:s.e.helme@gmail.com
tel:+441432769142


Editorial & Adverts: Amy Jones -
burghill.tillingtonmagazine@gmail.com
Distribution: Paul Kelly - paul.kelly21@btinternet.com or
07741478571

Chair: Alister Walshe     
Vice Chair: Simon Hairsnape
David Bishop, Scott Bristow, Sam Davies, Pat Eagling, Mark Ellis,
Tim Gilbert, Neil Marks, Janette Pudsey, David Tong, Ian Watkins &
Peter Southern & Jade WIlliams- Vacant x1
Parish Clerk: Amy Jones - clerk@burghillparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://burghillparishcouncil.gov.uk/
Any Parish related issues please use email above (Public
Footpaths etc and they will be delegated appropriately).

MAGAZINE

PARISH COUNCIL

HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL
WARD Councillor: Pauline Crockett-
pauline.crockett3@herefordshire.gov.uk

ORCHARD MULTI ACADEMY TRUST-  BURGHILL COMMUNITY
ACADEMY
Executive Headteacher: Mr B Caldicott
Head of School: Mrs E Potter

SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM CONTACTS
PCSO Adam Westlake 6552-
herefordm.snt@westmercia.police.uk

WEDNESDAY GROUP
For Church Yard Maintenance: Max Jenman - 07485 142141

VILLAGE CONTACTS

38



Retirement Club: John Parnaby - 0772 1892844

The Simpson Hall (Bookings) 07726 148736- https://simpsonhall.uk/

Good Neighbour Scheme: Joe Helme - 01432 760816

Guides: Elizabeth Atkins - 07940 436104

Brownies: Mrs Fiona Bailey - 07866 336160

Rainbows: Emily Richardson - 07966 213633

Cricket Club Secretary: Mr. P. Knight - 07880 790249

Burghill Rangers Football Club: Hugh Brookes - 07473 752990

Bridge Club Secretary: Peter McCall - 07733 097692

St Mary’s Walking Group: Annie Ness - 01432 760552

Short Mat Bowling: Colin Reynolds - 07703 343537

B&T Handbells Ringers: Liz Donovan - 01432 760881

C.A.P & COPSE: Sally Robertson - 07581 334900

Gardening Club: Sue Rix - 01432 769496

Knit One, Natter Too: Joanna Helme - 01432 760816

Burghill In Bloom: Max Jenman - 07485 142141

LOCAL CONTACTS
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	Harvest: Thank God for the Supermarket!
	There are certain signs that autumn has arrived. The evenings become darker, the leaves begin falling from the trees, the heating is switched on with some reluctance, and someone in the village starts complaining that the weather is not what it used to be. And, of course, there is Harvest Festival.
	Harvest is one of those wonderfully traditional occasions when we decorate the church with vegetables, fruit, flowers and tins of baked beans, sing hymns about gathering in the harvest, and then wonder what on earth we are going to do with three dozen tins of peas.
	It is easy to forget what harvest is actually about. Most of us have never had to grow enough food to see a family through the winter. If we are hungry, we don't generally reach for the hoe and head into the garden. We reach for the telephone, the car keys or, increasingly, an app on our phone. Our food comes from supermarkets, which are rather impressive places. You can walk in wanting a pint of milk and emerge forty-five minutes later with a bottle of wine, a packet of biscuits, a reduced chicken and something you have no idea how to cook.
	But behind all that convenience are farmers, growers, pickers, drivers, warehouse workers, shop assistants and countless others. Somewhere, somebody has worked extremely hard to produce the food we quite casually put into our trolley. And then there is the weather.
	Farmers, perhaps more than anyone else, understand that ultimately we are not in control. Too much rain is a problem. Too little rain is a problem. Too much sunshine can be a problem. Too little sunshine is definitely a problem. And snow in March is simply an invitation to despair. Harvest therefore reminds us of something we can easily forget: we are dependent upon God and upon one another.
	It also reminds us to be grateful. We have become very good at complaining — about the weather, the price of things, politicians, traffic, etc... Harvest gives us an opportunity to stop and say, "Actually, there is an awful lot for which we should be thankful."
	But gratitude should lead to generosity. While many of us have plenty, others do not have enough. Harvest is a reminder that God's gifts are not intended simply to be stored in our cupboards, garages and bank accounts. They are to be shared.
	So this Harvest, let us give thanks for the food on our tables, for those who produce it, and for the extraordinary generosity of God's creation.
	And if you find yourself looking at the harvest display and wondering why anyone thought we needed fourteen marrows, remember: somewhere, someone is probably wondering exactly the same thing.
	Thank God for the harvest — and pass the apple crumble!
	Phill

	🐕 Dog waste bins – we want your views!
	The Council is looking at whether additional dog waste bins are needed around the village and is currently considering potential locations and costs.
	Before making any decision, we want to hear from residents.
	Do you think additional dog waste bins are needed? If so, where would you like to see them?
	Please look out for our poll in this edition of the Parish Magazine and let us know your views.
	❤️ Defibrillators
	Checks on the parish defibrillators are ongoing. The cabinets have been unlocked to promote access when needed and the Council is now looking at the costs of any required maintenance or replacement equipment.
	These costs will be considered at the next Parish Council meeting.
	🏡 Planning
	The Council considered two planning applications during the meeting and raised no objections to either, while noting the relevant requirements and comments from the Highways Authority regarding access.
	The Council also noted a number of recent planning decisions from Herefordshire Council.
	👥 Parish Council vacancy
	There is currently one Parish Councillor vacancy remaining.
	Cllr Jade Williams has also been appointed to the Finance and Administration Working Group.
	📅 Next meeting
	The next ordinary meeting of Burghill Parish Council will be held on:
	Tuesday 10th November 2026
	Members of the public are welcome to attend.
	COMMUNITY EVENTS
	📅 Weekly Events
	Every Monday
	-Pilates 9.30am
	(Simpson Hall)
	-Tai Chi 1.15pm
	-Bell Ringing 7pm
	(St Marys)
	-Bridge Club 7pm (Every other wk) (Simpson Hall)

	Every Tuesday
	-Golden Meadow Play Group 10am (Simpson Hall)
	-Short Mat Bowling 2pm
	(Simpson Hall)
	-Brownies 5.30pm
	(Burghill Girlguiding HQ)

	Every Wednesday
	-Hatha Yoga with Suzanne 9am
	(Simpson Hall)

	Every Thursday
	-Pilates 10.30am
	(Simpson Hall)
	-Ageless & Active 12pm
	(Simpson Hall)
	-Handbell Ringers 6.30pm 🔔 (Simpson Hall)
	-Rainbows 5.15pm
	(Burghill Girlguiding HQ)
	-Guides 7pm
	(Burghill Girlguiding HQ)
	-Bridge Club 2pm (Every other wk) (Simpson Hall)

	Every Sunday
	-Kendo 5pm
	(Simpson Hall)
	📌 Other events at Simpson Hall
	Tue 6th Oct - 7.30pm Gardening Club
	Fri 9th Oct - 10am Community Cafe
	Fri 9th Oct - 6.30pm Movie Night (see poster)
	Wed 14th & 28th Oct - 2pm Knit One Natter Two
	Thur 15th Oct - 2pm Retirement Club
	Fri 16th Oct- 6.30pm Fashion Show (see poster)
	Sat 17th Oct- 6pm Hand Bell Concert
	Wed 21st Oct- 2pm Community Digital Awareness Talk Hub
	Mon 26th Oct- Movie Night (see poster)
	Fri 30th Oct- 12.30 GNS Summer Lunches
	Fri 30th Oct- 4.30pm Little Monstes Halloween Party (see poster)
	Sat 31st Oct- 7pm- 8pm Halloween Party



	Burghill and Tillington Retirement Club
	October: On Thursday 15th there will be a slide show by Pedro (who lives in ourvillage) entitled My Travels.
	November: On Thursday 19th a representative from the Cats Protection League will give a talk on their work in the Herefordshire area.
	Tickets for the draw, that take place at each meeting, cost £1.
	We meet in the Simpson Hall. We start gathering from 2pm onwards and commence at 2-30pm. The cost is £3 and it includes light refreshments.

	Burghill & Tillington Gardening Club
	Simpson Hall
	Tuesday 6th October
	7.15pm
	This month Michelle Blackmore from Madley Plants will demonstrate planting ideas for winter containers.
	She will also bring plants and bulbs for sale and can take cash or card!
	All are welcome. £4 on the door, refreshments included.
	To continue next year, the Club still needs a new secretary, if you are interested please talk to Sue.

	sueanddavidrix@talktalk.net

	Burghill FABS (PTFA)
	Annual General Meeting
	Monday 12th October- 7pm- The Three Elms Pub
	We would like to invite you to our AGM. Everyone is very
	welcome to attend. As this is our AGM, new members will be elected, so it is especially important that we have enough attendees present to carry this out.
	If you ae interested in standing for a role (and we know some people expressed interest recently) please let us know in advance.
	We look forward to seeing as many of you there as possible.
	Best regards
	Kelly Benjamin- Chair



	Community Digital Awareness Sessions
	At the Simpson Hall, Burghill, HR4 7RW
	The next free Digital Awareness Session will be on Wednesday 21st October 2- 4pm. Those attending are welcome to bring their own device, laptop, tablet, or smart phone and we can help you to access relevant sites for information, give advice on security such as potential Scams, setting up emails, filling in online forms etc, or simply just getting to grips with your mobile phone. Alternatively, we also have two laptops provided by the Herefordshire Community Fund which are available for your use.
	Meanwhile if you would like more information or have a query, please leave a message, or text 07889285657 and we will get back to you. Alternatively, you may email:
	janettepudsey@burghillparishcouncil.gov.uk

	Knit One, Natter Too
	The Autumn can be a good time to start a new project, as we spend more time indoors and the thought of creating something cosy sounds more appealing.
	You don’t have to be a knitter - bring your own craft project and come along. You can be sure of a warm welcome, whatever your interest or level of expertise.
	We have some (almost) complete beginners as well as more experienced members who are always willing to provide advice or practical help.
	You are also welcome if you only want to natter!
	We usually meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month in the Simpson Hall, from 2-4pm, with refreshments provided, paying £2 per session.
	October meetings are on the 14th and 28th.
	If you need help with transport, do let me know.
	Joanna Helme Tel:760816email:joannahelme@gmail.com


	Burghill CAP & Community Library
	Our next sessions are
	Friday, 9th October 2026
	10 am to 11.30 am at The Simpson Hall
	during the Community Café Session
	A new selection of jigsaws available to borrow

	Burghill & Tillington
	Good Neighbour Scheme
	Including the Community Café
	We can help with any of the following:
	Delivering a hot meal from Burghill Valley Golf Club to anyone in the village, on Monday to Friday
	Trips around the village and to town
	Running errands, such as fetching prescriptions, library books, shopping,
	Simple DIY jobs
	Befriending, if you would like someone to talk to
	Socialising at the Community Café or outings
	Simple gardening in an emergency
	Contact Joe Helme: 01432 760816 or jfhelme@gmail.com



	The Community Café
	A warm welcome awaits you at the next café, on Friday, 9th October from 10.00 am to 11.30.  Do join us for coffee or tea and delicious cakes and scones. Don’t worry if you are on your own - you will soon find some friendly folk to chat to.
	If you enjoy the café, why not bring along a friend or neighbour?
	You can also browse books in the Community Library or look up information on the Talk Hub.
	If you think you might like to take some goodies home with you, please bring a container. These are on sale after 11am.
	We look forward to seeing you.

	Dates: Fridays: October 9th, November 13th, December 11th.
	Time 10 to 11.30

	Please pre-book. Charlie 07726 148736 or Sally 07581 334900
	Please pre-book. Charlie 07726 148736 or Sally 07581 334900
	Restoring Our Wildlife Habitat by Rich Downes
	In 2023, a landmark report revealed the UK’s devastating wildlife decline. Since the 1970’s, the UK has lost over 30% of its wildlife habitat and many creatures are on the brink of extinction. I then realised that that was my lifetime. I’ve witnessed this decline in real time!
	As a young boy living in this parish, we would turn rockery stones to discover frogs, toads, newts, centipedes, millipedes, chrysalises, worms, slugs, snails, beetles, woodlice - now there is nothing but bare earth. The air was busy with birds, bees, butterflies, moths, insects of all kinds - now massively reduced.
	On nearby wetlands we would watch curlew and snipe and get dive bombed by angry lapwings! Iridescent sticklebacks would sparkle in local brooks and the pink willowherb on Tillington Common crawled with spectacular elephant hawk moths and their caterpillars. Now all gone.
	On the extensive grasslands, beautiful, lolloping hares were a regular sight. A favourite game was to see how close we could get to them as they lay basking in the sun. The grasslands are now intensely farmed fields of crops and the hares are no more.
	The clear water of the many ponds, teamed with life; an oasis of biodiversity and an essential resource for so many other creatures. Only one of our five nearby ponds still exists. A knock-on effect of the loss of ponds has been the recline in house martins and swallows which for generations had built their nests on the eves of our houses. No ponds, no mud, no nests, no birds!
	When you now stand and admire the British countryside, it looks idyllic, but that’s from our narrow, human perspective. About 70% of land in the UK is currently farmed and sadly, most farmland is devoid of wildlife. Few gardens have any wildlife habitat and many fruit orchards are sterile environments. Of course, we are indebted to our farmers for helping to feed the nation but the decline in habitat has proved that farming must be done with sustainable methods. Thankfully, many farmers are now embracing this change, but we must all claim responsibility for wildlife’s recovery. We all have opportunities to help in some small way, whether it’s rewilding a patch of garden, digging a small wildlife pond, or planting more wildlife friendly plants and trees. 
	We own a once, neatly mown acre of Tillington countryside which we had always used for gardening and leisure pursuits but we realised it had far more value as wildlife habitat. 
	So in 2024 I put away the mower, wildflower seeds were sown, Budleia, Echinops and a selection of wildlife friendly trees were planted - each tree sponsored by a family member. Two ponds were created, now alive with frogs, beetles, newts and dragonflies; also an essential water supply for many other birds and mammals. 
	A large heap of decaying logs was dumped, a compost heap built, a 'dead hedge' constructed to encourage roosting and nesting birds, bug hotels and bird boxes installed, a hedgehog house built, now with a lodger! Corrugated sheets laid down to encourage snakes, slow worms and small mammals - an enormous grass snake found a home there within just a few weeks!
	Two years on, the field is returning to its natural state as we watch Mother Nature taking over. Groups from Burghill school will hopefully be visiting to learn about the sort of action we can all take to help build a better, more sustainable future for our wildlife. We may even one day see our local parish council taking positive steps towards helping maintain and develop our ever dwindling natural environment.

	Burghill in Bloom
	At our next meeting, we will be discussing plans and actions for the year ahead.
	We have been asked whether, following the Parish Council’s spraying of roadside weeds, we can arrange for our new contractors to clear the gutters, followed by the road sweeper to clean up any remaining debris.
	We would also like to continue with our village litter pick, again with the support of the Parish Council, and will be asking for volunteers to help with this next year.
	The Copse Committee has also asked whether we would consider assisting with their biodiversity area once building work commences.
	We will continue to monitor our village plant boxes and will shortly be preparing them for the winter months ahead.
	If you would like to join us at our next meeting or would be interested in helping with any of the above, please get in touch with me.
	Max Jenman
	ADVERT COSTS
	Charges (Yearly- Which is 10 editions)
	Charges (Per edition)

	Digital TV Systems

	CCTV
	WIFI & Networking
	Electrical
	Maintenance
	Proud to serve the people of Herefordshire...
	A local company with over 30 years experience
	“whether it’s a central heating installation or repairing your boiler, our friendliness and duty of care are the fundamentals at the heart of our advice and service.”

	Tel: 01432 807500
	Email: info@bullseyeboilerservices.co.uk
	www.bullseyeboilerservices.co.uk
	Unit 18, Centenary Park, Skylon Central, Munitions Close, Hereford, HR2 6FT.
	Email us to book your appointment!
	Digital TV Systems


	CCTV
	WIFI & Networking
	Electrical
	Maintenance
	Why choose Bullseye Boiler Services?
	30+
	Years experience
	Voted 5
	On Google reviews
	Trust the triangle, we’re on it!


	CARPETS
	VINYL
	LAMINATES
	LVT
	VILLAGE CONTACTS
	MAGAZINE
	Editorial & Adverts: Amy Jones - burghill.tillingtonmagazine@gmail.com
	Distribution: Paul Kelly - paul.kelly21@btinternet.com or 07741478571

	PARISH COUNCIL
	Chair: Alister Walshe
	Vice Chair: Simon Hairsnape
	David Bishop, Scott Bristow, Sam Davies, Pat Eagling, Mark Ellis, Tim Gilbert, Neil Marks, Janette Pudsey, David Tong, Ian Watkins & Peter Southern & Jade WIlliams- Vacant x1
	Parish Clerk: Amy Jones - clerk@burghillparishcouncil.gov.uk https://burghillparishcouncil.gov.uk/
	Any Parish related issues please use email above (Public Footpaths etc and they will be delegated appropriately).

	HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL
	WARD Councillor: Pauline Crockett- pauline.crockett3@herefordshire.gov.uk

	ORCHARD MULTI ACADEMY TRUST-  BURGHILL COMMUNITY ACADEMY
	Executive Headteacher: Mr B Caldicott
	Head of School: Mrs E Potter

	SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM CONTACTS
	PCSO Adam Westlake 6552- herefordm.snt@westmercia.police.uk

	WEDNESDAY GROUP
	For Church Yard Maintenance: Max Jenman - 07485 142141


	LOCAL CONTACTS
	Retirement Club: John Parnaby - 0772 1892844
	The Simpson Hall (Bookings) 07726 148736- https://simpsonhall.uk/
	Good Neighbour Scheme: Joe Helme - 01432 760816
	Guides: Elizabeth Atkins - 07940 436104
	Brownies: Mrs Fiona Bailey - 07866 336160
	Rainbows: Emily Richardson - 07966 213633
	Cricket Club Secretary: Mr. P. Knight - 07880 790249
	Burghill Rangers Football Club: Hugh Brookes - 07473 752990
	Bridge Club Secretary: Peter McCall - 07733 097692
	St Mary’s Walking Group: Annie Ness - 01432 760552
	Short Mat Bowling: Colin Reynolds - 07703 343537
	B&T Handbells Ringers: Liz Donovan - 01432 760881
	C.A.P & COPSE: Sally Robertson - 07581 334900
	Gardening Club: Sue Rix - 01432 769496
	Knit One, Natter Too: Joanna Helme - 01432 760816
	Burghill In Bloom: Max Jenman - 07485 142141


