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Harvest: Thank God for the Supermarket!
There are certain signs that autumn has arrived. The evenings become
darker, the leaves begin falling from the trees, the heating is switched on
with some reluctance, and someone in the village starts complaining that
the weather is not what it used to be. And, of course, there is Harvest
Festival.

Harvest is one of those wonderfully traditional occasions when we decorate
the church with vegetables, fruit, flowers and tins of baked beans, sing
hymns about gathering in the harvest, and then wonder what on earth we
are going to do with three dozen tins of peas.

It is easy to forget what harvest is actually about. Most of us have never had
to grow enough food to see a family through the winter. If we are hungry, we
don't generally reach for the hoe and head into the garden. We reach for the
telephone, the car keys or, increasingly, an app on our phone. Our food
comes from supermarkets, which are rather impressive places. You can walk
in wanting a pint of milk and emerge forty-five minutes later with a bottle of
wine, a packet of biscuits, a reduced chicken and something you have no
idea how to cook.

But behind all that convenience are farmers, growers, pickers, drivers,
warehouse workers, shop assistants and countless others. Somewhere,
somebody has worked extremely hard to produce the food we quite casually
put into our trolley. And then there is the weather.

Farmers, perhaps more than anyone else, understand that ultimately we are
not in control. Too much rain is a problem. Too little rain is a problem. Too
much sunshine can be a problem. Too little sunshine is definitely a problem.
And snow in March is simply an invitation to despair. Harvest therefore
reminds us of something we can easily forget: we are dependent upon God
and upon one another.

It also reminds us to be grateful. We have become very good at complaining
— about the weather, the price of things, politicians, traffic, etc... Harvest
gives us an opportunity to stop and say, "Actually, there is an awful lot for
which we should be thankful."

But gratitude should lead to generosity. While many of us have plenty,
others do not have enough. Harvest is a reminder that God's gifts are not
intended simply to be stored in our cupboards, garages and bank accounts.
They are to be shared.

So this Harvest, let us give thanks for the food on our tables, for those who
produce it, and for the extraordinary generosity of God's creation.

And if you find yourself looking at the harvest display and wondering why
anyone thought we needed fourteen marrows, remember: somewhere,
someone is probably wondering exactly the same thing.

Thank God for the harvest — and pass the apple crumble!
Phill



OCTOBER SERVICES
Burghill Benefice

157 THURSDAY

9.30am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill Celtic Worship
4™ TRINITY 18/Harvest

8.30am St Peter, Pipe-cum-Lyde BCP Holy Communion
9.30am St Andrew, Moreton-on-Lugg All Age Worship
10.00am St Mary Magdalene, Stretton Sugwas All Age Worship
11.00am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill Harvest Festival
gTH THURSDAY

9.30am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill Celtic Worship
11™  TRINITY 19/Harvest

10.00am St Andrew, Moreton-on-Lugg Joint Benefice

Harvest Eucharist
15™ THURSDAY

9.30am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill Celtic Worship

18™ ST LUKE

8.30am St Peter, Pipe-cum-Lyde BCP Holy Communion
9.30am St Andrew, Moreton-on-Lugg Parish FEucharist
9.30am St Mary Magdalene, Stretton Sugwas Morning Prayer
11.00am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill Parish Eucharist Celtic
220 THURSDAY

9.30am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill Worship

25™ LAST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

8.30am St Peter, Pipe-cum-Lyde BCP Holy Communion
9.30am St Andrew, Moreton-on-Lugg Morning Prayer
9.30am St Mary Magdalene, Stretton Sugwas Parish Eucharist
11.00am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill Parish Eucharist

29™ THURSDAY
9.30am St Mary the Virgin, Burghill Celtic Worship




PARISH COUNCIL UPDATES

The Parish Council held its ordinary meeting on Tuesday 8th
September 2026 at Simpson Hall, with seven members of the public
attending.

& Speed limits and road safety

Road safety was a key topic at the meeting. The Council discussed
the proposed 50mph speed limit and concerns raised by residents,
particularly around St Mary's.

The Council agreed to formally raise its initial concerns with
Herefordshire Council Highways. Suggestions including additional
"SLOW" road markings and coloured road surfacing were also
discussed.

The Council will consider Herefordshire Council's Traffic Regulation
Order (TRO) response at its November meeting before agreeing its
formal position.

Drainage and flooding

Funding has now been confirmed for drainage maintenance, with
£3,048.64 for maintenance works and £2,450 for a new asset. The
works are expected to begin in November.

Drainage works at Whitmoor Pool Common have unfortunately
been deferred until next year due to higher-than-expected costs.
The Council is working with the Academy Trust to explore more
competitive quotations and possible grant funding.

V£ Village maintenance

Vegetation management at Whitmoor Pool Common has been
carried out following the bird nesting season, with a further final cut
planned before winter.

The Council also approved the removal of the Silver Birch tree on
Tillington Common, at a cost of £150.

Funding of £5660 will be requested through the Public Rights of Way

(PROW) grant for footpath works during 2026/27. ;



“* Dog waste bins — we want your views!

The Council is looking at whether additional dog waste bins are
needed around the village and is currently considering potential
locations and costs.

Before making any decision, we want to hear from residents.

Do you think additional dog waste bins are needed? If so, where
would you like to see them?

Please look out for our pollin this edition of the Parish Magazine
and let us know your views.

W Defibrillators

Checks on the parish defibrillators are ongoing. The cabinets have
been unlocked to promote access when needed and the Council is
now looking at the costs of any required maintenance or
replacement equipment.

These costs will be considered at the next Parish Council meeting.

Z Planning

The Council considered two planning applications during the
meeting and raised no objections to either, while noting the
relevant requirements and comments from the Highways Authority
regarding access.

The Council also noted a number of recent planning decisions from
Herefordshire Council.

90 Parish Council vacancy

There is currently one Parish Councillor vacancy remaining.
Cllr Jade Williams has also been appointed to the Finance and
Administration Working Group.

7 Next meeting
The next ordinary meeting of Burghill Parish Council will be held on:
Tuesday 10th November 2026

Members of the public are welcome to attend.
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‘ you think Burghlll
needs more bins? -

Burghill Parish Council is looking into whether
additional litter/dog waste bins are needed
around the village.

Before making any decisions, the Parish Council
is looking at potential locations and the costs involved,

and we would like to hear from residents.

@ Do you think more bins are needed
in the village?
[] Yes -1 think more bins are needed

D No - | think there are enough bins already
[:] Not sure

If you think more bins are needed,
where would you suggest they are located?

Please give the road, area or a nearby landmark
so we can identify the location.

Email your suggestions to:

clerk@burghillparishcouncil.gov.uk

Your feedback will help the Parish Council understand
where bins may be most needed and whether there is
sufficient demand to justify the costs.




COMMUNITY EVENTS

7' Weekly Events

(All require booking unless stated otherwise)

We’ve done our best to provide accurate details, but dates and times may
change. Be sure to check with organizers before making plans

Every Monday Every Thursday
-Pilates 9.30am -Pilates 10.30am
(Simpson Hall) (Simpson Hall)
-Tai Chil.15pm -Ageless & Active 12pm
-Bell Ringing 7pm (Simpson Hall)
(St Marys) -Handbell Ringers 6.30pm _L
-Bridge Club 7pm (Every other wk) (Simpson Hall)
(Simpson Hall) -Rainbows 5.15pm
(Burghill Girlguiding HQ)
Every Tuesday ~Guides 7pm

-Golden Meadow Play Group 10am

(Simpson Hall)

-Short Mat Bowling 2pm

(Simpson Hall)

-Brownies 5.30pm Every Sunday

(Burghill Girlguiding HQ) -Kendo 5pm
(Simpson Hall)

(Burghill Girlguiding HQ)
-Bridge Club 2pm (Every other wk)
(Simpson Hall)

Every Wednesday
-Hatha Yoga with Suzanne 9am
(Simpson Hall)

#* Other events at Simpson Hall
Tue 6 Oct - 7.30pm Gardening Club
Fri 9™ Oct - 10am Community Cafe
Fri 9™ Oct - 6.30pm Movie Night (see poster)
Wed 14" & 28" Oct - 2pm Knit One Natter Two
Thur 15" Oct - 2pm Retirement Club
Fri 16" Oct- 6.30pm Fashion Show (see poster)
Sat 17" Oct- 6pm Hand Bell Concert
Wed 21° Oct- 2pm Community Digital Awareness Talk Hub
Mon 26" Oct- Movie Night (see poster)
Fri 30" Oct- 12.30 GNS Summer Lunches
Fri 30™ Oct- 4.30pm Little Monstes Halloween Party (see poster)
Sat 31°' Oct- 7pm- 8pm Halloween Party




Burghill and Tillington Retirement Club

October: On Thursday 15th there will be a slide show by Pedro
(who lives in ourvillage) entitled My Travels.

November: On Thursday 19th a representative from the Cats
Protection League will give a talk on their work in the
Herefordshire area.

Tickets for the draw, that take place at each meeting, cost £1.

We meet in the Simpson Hall. We start gathering from 2pm
onwards and commence at 2-30pm. The cost is £3 and it
includes light refreshments.

¥
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This month Michelle Blackmore from Madley Plants will
demonstrate planting ideas for winter containers.
She will also bring plants and bulbs for sale and can take cash or
card!

All are welcome. £4 on the door, refreshments included.

To continue next year, the Club still needs a new secretary, if you are
interested please talk to Sue.

sueanddavidrix@talktalk.net
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Pop-up Shop &
Fun Fashion Show!

SHOP YOUR FAVOURITE HIGH STREET BRANDS
AT UP TO 70% OFF!

Colours.

Lﬁ'ﬂ%ﬁ"&"ﬁs ﬂ @

Friday 16th October 2026

In aid of

Burghill Community Academy
Simpson Hall, Burghill, Hereford, HR4 7RW

Doors open 6.30pm, show starts 7pm

Tickets: £6
Tickets to be purchased in advance

Raffle: FABULOUS prizes to be won at the show!
Refreshements available

For tickets and more information please contact:
Kelly - Kellygreen80@hotmail.co.uk - 07501466309




Help us repair and repurpose pre-loved - _
school uniform to support families and

L

raise vital funds for our school! =

e e e e

HELP REPAIR
SCHOOL UNIFORM
ITEMS FOR RESALE

GET CREATIVE!
TURN UNSALEABLE

UNIFORM INTO
BUNTING _

+' Repurpose fabric to create
bunting in school colours for
future celebrations around school.

' Help families save money by making
pre-loved uniform goo-d as new again.

* ALL SALES OF REPAIRED

SCHOOL CLOTHING WILL GO TOWARDS FRIENDS AT
FUNDRAISING FOR FABS | ng'*&'-gﬁ

r,ln 1 Qur ¢ hl| ]|=|

ogeer, | @) e,
WE CAN MAKE A OUR FACEBOOK GROUP:

REAL DIFFERENCE!

ved School Uniform
Join here! —g

OUCH! i [ava™  Thank you for
<N GETIN T H! ] 2 3 +  supporting our
%/ burghillfabs@gmail.com o e y school community!
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Get the route,

updates and £1 per entry A map will be Any changes,
any last-minute Pay by BACS shared in the important info
info. AL ATe: WhatsApp group or last-minute
Y. | rsnoky | b
% SEEEIY ~  Sort code: 04-00-04 y INegroup.

A t ber: own pace.
Only admins can see ccount number:

phone numbers, so you 50871929 9 o 9 - ”

can join without worrying A -

about your number - 7 o e '—’ ~
being shared. =%

«— Scan the QR code
to join the WhatsApp group
" Route * Updates - All the details

; We can’t wait to see you there! v
T mee——— .




Burghill FABS (PTFA)
Annual General Meeting

Monday 12" October- 7pm- The Three Elms Pub

We would like to invite you to our AGM. Everyone is very =~ BURGHILL
welcome to attend. As this is our AGM, new members will be

elected, so it is especially important that we have enough attendees
present to carry this out.

If you ae interested in standing for a role (and we know some people
expressed interest recently) please let us know in advance.
We look forward to seeing as many of you there as possible.
Best regards
Kelly Benjamin- Chair

COMMUNITY HEREFEEII;IS?-:?I'!%

TOGETHER

Community Digital Awareness Sessions
At the Simpson Hall, Burghill, HR4 7RW

The next free Digital Awareness Session will be on Wednesday 21st
October 2- 4pm. Those attending are welcome to bring their own
device, laptop, tablet, or smart phone and we can help you to
access relevant sites for information, give advice on security such
as potential Scams, setting up emails, filling in online forms etc, or
simply just getting to grips with your mobile phone. Alternatively,
we also have two laptops provided by the Herefordshire Community
Fund which are available for your use.

Meanwhile if you would like more information or have a query,
please leave a message, or text 07889285657 and we will get back to
you. Alternatively, you may email:

janettepudsey@burghillparishcouncil.gov.uk 13
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Knit One, Natter Too

The Autumn can be a good time to start a new project, as we spend
more time indoors and the thought of creating something cosy
sounds more appealing.

You don’t have to be a knitter - bring your own craft project and
come along. You can be sure of a warm welcome, whatever your
interest or level of expertise.

We have some (almost) complete beginners as well as more
experienced members who are always willing to provide advice or
practical help.

You are also welcome if you only want to natter!

We usually meet on the 2"* and 4" Wednesday of each month in the
Simpson Hall, from 2-4pm, with refreshments provided, paying £2
per session.

October meetings are on the 14™ and 28™.

If you need help with transport, do let me know.
Joanna Helme Tel:760816email:joannahelme@gmail.com

Burghill CAP & Community Library

4 c{-’ Our next sessions are
~a q’&/ Friday, 9th October 2026
o ;
w 10 am to11.30 am at The Slrrjpson.Hall
during the Community Café Session

A new selection of jigsaws available to borrow

14


tel:760816

HEREFORDSHIRE
Hlstorlc Churches Trust COFFEE

MORNING & #
And grant-making [*F
surgery

THE HAYWAIN, LYDE g%
ARUNDEL, NR HEREFORD § ¥
HR4 7SL

by kind invitation of Lydia & Tomas Alexovi

Thursday 29th. October 2026

10am. - 12noon

ALL WELCOME, PLEASE BRING FRIENDS. s

MEET TRUSTEES & DIOCESAN b
REPRESENTATIVES. CAKES AND PRODUCE £
STALL. RAFFLE.

PLEASE USE ENTRANCE OFF |
A4110

NO ENTRY FEE - DONATIONS WELCOME




Burghill & Tillington
Good Neighbour Scheme
Including the Community Café

We can help with any of the following:
e Delivering a hot meal from Burghill Valley Golf Club to anyone in
the village, on Monday to Friday
e Trips around the village and to town
e Running errands, such as fetching prescriptions, library books,
shopping,
e Simple DIY jobs
e Befriending, if you would like someone to talk to
¢ Socialising at the Community Café or outings
e Simple gardening in an emergency
Contact Joe Helme: 01432 760816 or jfhelme@gmail.com

The Community Café
A warm welcome awaits you at the next café, on Friday, 9*" October
from 10.00 am to 11.30. Do join us for coffee or tea and delicious
cakes and scones. Don’t worry if you are on your own - you will soon
find some friendly folk to chat to.
If you enjoy the café, why not bring along a friend or neighbour?

You can also browse books in the Community Library or look up
information on the Talk Hub.

If you think you might like to take some goodies home with you,
please bring a container. These are on sale after 11am.

We look forward to seeing you.

Dates: Fridays: October 9", November 13", December 11*.
Time 10 to 11.30

16
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“HANDBELL "

+CONCERT+
o wm%xg’ handbells

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

The Burghill & Tillington
Handbell Ringers

" paty SATURDAY
17" OCTOBER

(O 7pM
THE SIMPSON HALL,
BURGHILL, HR4 7RW

-

SR

' NO ADMISSION COST
but cash donations would be
most welcome.

PROFITS FROM THE CONCERT WILL GO TO
SEVERN FREEWHEELERS EVS

— a volunteer regional Blood Bike group for
Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, Worcestershire
and North Wiltshire including Swindon.

=

=

L
-

REFRESHMENTS
They deliver urgently needed medical essentials, e
out of hours, for the NHS. —

FOR MORE DETAILS, CONTACT JASON ON:

O 07402 862046 | bandthrbookings@gmail.com
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| ! The Copse _

: Reserve your place in P
the Si:npg:-n HEE] Crypt. ; 8 till iﬂte:

Message Sally 07581334900
# Prizes for Best Costume

Please pre-book. Charlie 07726 148736 or Sally 07581 334900

CCauldron of

18
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Please pre-book. Charlie 07726 148736 or Sally 07581 334900



The first one for this season!

Saturday, 3" October

7" November 5™ December
2027: 2" Jan /6™ February & 6™ March

7.30pm start

Doors open from 7pm / finishes about 10pm l"

Stretton Sugwas

Village Hall A small prize for
Each member of the

Winning team, Losing team &
The best team name
Includes light refreshments/tea/coffee Bring your own drinks/glasses

Raffle!

Come as a team (max 6) or join with others when here

£S5 per person

We are all very friendly and you will be made very welcome.
Please let us know if you are planning to attend,
as it helps with knowing how
many tables & chairs to set out and for catering purposes.

Contact:
Gail Hume - 07964 614407 / ssvhinfo@gmail.com and
Joyce & Mike Potts - 01432 356392 / jovcepotis1912@ gmail.com

Proceeds from:
The Quiz to the Village Hall,
The Raffle to Marie Curie

20



Restoring Our Wildlife Habitat by Rich Downes

In 2023, a landmark report revealed the UK’s devastating wildlife decline.
Since the 1970’s, the UK has lost over 30% of its wildlife habitat and many
creatures are on the brink of extinction. | then realised that that was my
lifetime. I’ve witnessed this decline in real time!

As a young boy living in this parish, we would turn rockery stones to discover
frogs, toads, newts, centipedes, millipedes, chrysalises, worms, slugs, snails,
beetles, woodlice - now there is nothing but bare earth. The air was busy with
birds, bees, butterflies, moths, insects of all kinds - now massively reduced.
On nearby wetlands we would watch curlew and snipe and get dive bombed
by angry lapwings! Iridescent sticklebacks would sparkle in local brooks and
the pink willowherb on Tillington Common crawled with spectacular
elephant hawk moths and their caterpillars. Now all gone.

On the extensive grasslands, beautiful, lolloping hares were a regular sight. A
favourite game was to see how close we could get to them as they lay
basking in the sun. The grasslands are now intensely farmed fields of crops
and the hares are no more.

The clear water of the many ponds, teamed with life; an oasis of biodiversity
and an essential resource for so many other creatures. Only one of our five
nearby ponds still exists. A knock-on effect of the loss of ponds has been the
recline in house martins and swallows which for generations had built their
nests on the eves of our houses. No ponds, no mud, no nests, no birds!

When you now stand and admire the British countryside, it looks idyllic, but
that’s from our narrow, human perspective. About 70% of land in the UK is
currently farmed and sadly, most farmland is devoid of wildlife. Few gardens
have any wildlife habitat and many fruit orchards are sterile environments.
Of course, we are indebted to our farmers for helping to feed the nation but
the decline in habitat has proved that farming must be done with sustainable
methods. Thankfully, many farmers are now embracing this change, but we
must all claim responsibility for wildlife’s recovery. We all have opportunities
to help in some small way, whether it’s rewilding a patch of garden, digging a
small wildlife pond, or planting more wildlife friendly plants and trees.

We own a once, neatly mown acre of Tillington countryside which we had
always used for gardening and leisure pursuits but we realised it had far
more value as wildlife habitat.

Soin 2024 | put away the mower, wildflower seeds were sown, Budleia,
Echinops and a selection of wildlife friendly trees were planted - each tree
sponsored by a family member. Two ponds were created, now alive with
frogs, beetles, newts and dragonflies; also an essential water supply for many
other birds and mammals.

A large heap of decaying logs was dumped, a compost heap built, a 'dead
hedge' constructed to encourage roosting and nesting birds, bug hotels and
bird boxes installed, a hedgehog house built, now with a lodger! Corrugated
sheets laid down to encourage snakes, slow worms and small mammals - an
enormous grass snake found a home there within just a few weeks!

Two years on, the field is returning to its natural state as we watch Mother
Nature taking over. Groups from Burghill school will hopefully be visiting to
learn about the sort of action we can all take to help build a better, more
sustainable future for our wildlife. We may even one day see our local parish
council taking positive steps towards helping maintain and develop our ever
dwindling natural environment. 21
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A SPECIAL CINEMA EVENT

A BREATHTAKING
JOURNEY INTO
OUR BLUE PLANET

o ——

A powerful and visually
stunning film exploring
the wonder of our ocean,
the challenges it faces
and the remarkable
opportunity for recovery.

Despite the scale of these
challenges, the film offers hope, §
showing how a healthier ocean
can help restore nature, support
communities and secure a
brighter future for generations

Do Monday 26" October
Simpson Hall, Burghill
Doors 7:10 pm | Film 7:30 pm

Tea and coffee will be available in the interval,
followed by a short informal discussion
before the film continues.

To bunk your place emall annie.ness23@gmail.com
SUBJECT: OCEAN
Cash on the door or tickets online via www.artsalive.co.uk

HEALTHIER OCEAN = -BRIGHTER TOMORROWS

ar SFLICKS: /A
alge s Jume o 6\
=STICKS:

22
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THE CRITIC

Cert: 15 1 hr 41 mins

Friday 9th October

Doors 6.10pm | Food 6.30pm | Fllm 7.30pm

Simpson Hall, Burghill
Admission: Adults £5.50 | Under 18s £3.50

PRE-BOODKED SUPPER - SERVED AT 6.30PM

ALCT 1
Chicken Suprema with wild mushrosm and chicken liver stuMing, wrapped in baton, with red wine jus
ACT N
Spanish-styls roast patatas bravas
ACT I
Swiest corm and curly kale
i " ot Tl P s P el s () | o PR ST 0 N £ S TR T naye 3
s sage D1 E17 T 7. CASH DNLY, tring pour own @inks & Jhansmare I oy £ 5.3

ABOUT THE FILM
lan McKellen iz deliciously wicked as |immy Erskine, the most feared theatre critic in 19305 Londan. His
pOSONOUS MEviews Can make or break & career, bBut when his own position comes under threst, he draws
strugghing actrezs Mina Land (Gemma Arterton) inbs a dangerous scheme. What follows (2 a darkly
entertaining tale of ambition, blackmail, betrayal and murder, with a superb Britizh cast including Mark
Strong and Lesley Manville
lan McKellen * Gemma Arterton + Mark Strong =+ Lesley Manville
B, i

d

Th ot s s Iodosmation st swe.artsalive 5ok




Burghill in Bloom

At our next meeting, we will be discussing plans and actions for the
year ahead.

We have been asked whether, following the Parish Council’s
spraying of roadside weeds, we can arrange for our new contractors
to clear the gutters, followed by the road sweeper to clean up any
remaining debris.

We would also like to continue with our village litter pick, again with
the support of the Parish Council, and will be asking for volunteers
to help with this next year.

The Copse Committee has also asked whether we would consider
assisting with their biodiversity area once building work
commences.

We will continue to monitor our village plant boxes and will shortly
be preparing them for the winter months ahead.

If you would like to join us at our next meeting or would be
interested in helping with any of the above, please get in touch with
me.

Max Jenman ; 3 Lo X, 1 »
\\ @D et s,
> Pﬁw:. &3‘«"’;0; {;ﬁ,& }i
g ¢
ADVERT COSTS

Charges (Yearly- Which is 10 editions) Charges (Per edition)

1/8 page - £35 1/8 page - £7

Y page- £70 Y page- £14

Y page- £140 Y page- £28

1 full page- £280 1 full page- £56

Rear full page- £500 Rear full page- £100

24
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;SSTAY & PLAY: * '+

ﬁ 8 September ~ first one back! < Q 3 November - Halloween! =

8 22 September £ 17 November
\ & 6 October ? 1 December
* 3¢ 20 October . 15 December - Christras thenel =

2 Join us for Burghill Everyone
playtime fun! ~ |'|R4 ?RW wglc,nmgl v B

_11- LOCATION:
c 10-11:30 e Hall,$ £3 PER FAMILY

BOOK SWAP KIOSK

(The Old Phone Box by the Church)

« SWAP A BOOK, TAKE A BOOK

There is a new full section every two
weeks.

(PLEASE USE THE SANITISER])
IIIPAPERBACKS BOOKS NEEDED!!!

Cash donations go to support the
Church

Tel: 07721663638




Senior Services

Pressure washing, Paths,

Patios, Fences, Driveways
Fence painting/Staining
Home Offices/Sheds

Contact Rob
TEL: 07391046450

sservicesrb@gmail.com

s
@

&
Q

Reliable.Traditional. Courteous

KILN DRIED LOGS

Sustainably sourced hardwood logs
Ready to burn assured

Kindling & Flamers natural firelighters

£20 OFF

WITH CODE

BURGHILL20

Orders tver 138, Cor s wth et dhpionts & can ooy
by o e

www.certainlywoo Wuk
01981 25!?96

AARDVARK
INSTALLATIONS

Digital TV Systems
CCTV

WIFI & Networking
Electrical
Maintenance

Gwilym Davies, Director
Tel: 01432 483101
Email: aardvark@alpens.co.uk

Company No: 13530440
VAT No: 324 478 396

BURGHILL
~VALLEY
> GOLF CLUB

GOLF - RESTAURANT - BAR

Everyone is welcome to join us at Burghill Valley
Golf Club, a friendly and relaxed atmosphere,
superb location with stunning views,

a great venue for any occasion.

Delicious Sunday Carvery
(pre booked takeaways available)
Breakfast, Lunch and Daily Snacks
Afternoon Teas
Funeral Teas
Christenings
Birthday and Christmas Parties
Golf Days and Societies
Golf Memberships

01432 760456  www.bvgc.co.uk

Stooke
Hill and
Walshe

.C0.Uuk

Your Local Family Run
Estate Agents

Contact our Hereford office now for
a free market appraisal



Proud to serve the people of Herefordshire...

A local company with over 30 years
experience

“whether it's a central heating installation or
repairing your boiler, our friendliness and
duty of care are the fundamentals at the
heart of our advice and service.”

Tel: 01432 807500

Email: info@bullseyeboilerservices.co.uk
www.bullseyeboilerservices.co.uk

Unit 18, Centenary Park, Skylon Central,
Munitions Close, Hereford, HR2 GFT.

Email us to book your appointment!

* safe




Handmade cakes for all occasions .Tay Grater
Painter and Decorator

Friendly Reliable Service
Catering for Events and Parties 0797] 756828
Contact: Lynda Wilshaw

Tel: 01432 760540 or 07906 515347
‘Email: lyndajohnwilshaw@yahoo.co.uk

S M Stanley Bualders Ltd
Building & Renovation Specialists LAWN MOWING SERVICE
Wellington Crossing Cottage o
Marden HR1 3EF Throughout Burghill Village

& neighbouring villages

Call Dave for a no obligation quotation

Contact: 07761 177529 or:
Email: davidhallsom@gmail.com

Tel/Fax 01432 880 201
Mob 07802 346 752

electrical -
tdines2317 @hotmail.co.uk 01568 760 619 or 07799 B88 246 24hr Call Outs
Agricultural Commercial Domestic
* FREE ESTIMATES *
& EICR [ Electrical Installation & Dutdoor Power Solutions

Condition Reports Night Storage Heating Alternatives &
Electric Oven Repairs Upgrades

LED Lighting Solutions or Upgrades Energy Efficient Electric Radiators
Fault Finding / Fault Repairs Wiring & Rewiring Services

Qutside Lighting Energy Efficiency Assessments

EV Car Charging Installations Specializing in 3 Phase Installations
CCTV / Security Installation Domestic & Commercial Fire Alarms

fLessa .{E_ HECA N

-
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THE WASP GUYS

m Wasp nests destroyed %
- 01432 507300 :

F. 'y p \
www.thewaspguys.co.uk PR
Che@ﬁﬂgﬁ'gggm The Wasp Guys Limited it

Member of the Federation of Small Businesses

'ﬁi Your local, independent, family-owned garage
=

iy Barr's Court Road, Hereford, HR1 1EN
01432 274345

X4 mrj.fabrication@hotmail.co.uk

\, 07958979728 '§

Tillington Village Stores
@ Fresh, local, tasty produce at the
heart of Tillington and Burghill.
Personal & Business Find us at Whitmore Cross, Tillington.
Tax Returns Year End Accounts

Heather Moore FMAAT Mon - Sat: 7.30am-6pm.
Whitmore Cross, Tillington, Hereford HR4 8LE sun: 1Dam-4pm

Tel: 01432 761500
01432 769 420

www. hjmaccountsltd.co.uk

LM

Accounts Ltd

David Lawrence Ltd (Builder Services)

Est 1984 Fully Insured / Small Repairs / Roofing/Repointing /
Bathroom/Kitchens/Design / Plumbing/Electrics/Tiling /

Painting/Decorating / Landscaping
Whatever your property requires

01432 880 080 / 07702 271 663
dglawrencebuilding@outlook.com
Firethorn, Churchway, Sutton St Nicolas, HR1 3BD




FIREWOOD FOR SALE [IELLHETIIXACET

Oak & Ash
B Slabs and Paving
ulk Bags or . )
Trailer Load Patios, Driveways, Paths

All types of stone and
concrete laying

Delivered

For more details'
Please contact Jason

07774176840 or 01432 358083 I (1T 1

Fencing
All types, build and repair

), Stone walls
z f Garden and retaining walls
- Block and brick walls
Dry stone wall laying specialist

07843018839
www.trb-interiors.co.uk . .
info@trb-interiors.co.uk New garden des:gn and build
FITTED FURNITURE
- WARDROBES - ALCOVES Small DIY and buﬂding prOjeCts

- UNDERSTAIRS - BEDROOMS

000 & 078 218 333 60 - Stefan_

Nesf’bntial Hereford Chimney
Footcare wrovenone Sweeping
Annie Ness 3 o m ml
Foot Hcaltb
Practiioner
Stove door ropes/glass

01432 760552 07798 780244 Firebricks / Baffles

Toenal conting .

Nail thinning ...”' Peter Dixon

Chdln ; Cortis 07545 697510
herefordchimneysweeping@gmail.com

Pyl nails www.herefordchimneysweeping.com

» Power Sweeping
» Manual Brushes

» Bird Nest Removal
» Cowls/Birdguards
”~
>

Footcare m
the comiort
of your home

nessentialfootcare@gmail.com

Of1={0

& ““\’-4.9
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aJ LEWIS

T & SONS

Providing quality roofing
solutions for generations

* New I'Dﬂf insi‘allaﬁun If you're looking for roofing

services in Hereford and the
* Roof repla:emem’ surrounding areas, then

* Roof repairs make S J Lewis & Sons
« Flat I'DDfiI"Ig Roofing your first choice. We

) are a family-run business
* Chimney removals that has been installing,

3 Chimneg repairs repairing, and replacing roofs

for generations. Qur team are
* Lead UE"EI_.]S and also members of the Guild of

ﬂaE'hing Master Craftsmen and
* Repointing members of the Consumer

f . Protection Association. This
- Fascia, soffit, and means that any services we

gutter installation offer are of the highest

standards and suggested
and replaceme'ﬂ with your best interests in

mind.

T: 01432 298287 * E: info@sjlewisandsons.co.uk = W: sjlewisandsons.co.uk
S J Lewis & Sons, Tillington Business Park, Tillington, Hereford, Herefordshire, HR4 S8LE




Reuse, Renew, Upgrade and Repair
Lessons in your own home

Viruses and Malware
Backup & Data Recovery
Slow or Won't Turn on
Software Solutions, Screen Broken

!:_-

Mac/Windows/Laptop/PC/Tablets
Home or Office

No Fix No Fee
Tel: 07779 570906

Email: OptimisedComputing.co.uk@gmail.com

w OptimisedComputing cou| -

¢ HAIR BY AMANDA
Experienced Mobile Hairdresser

Covering all aspects of Family hairdressing
in the comfort of your own home

Available locally Tuesdays to Fridays

UPVC Windows, Doors,
and Conservatories

Paul Hebron

Orchard House, Burghill,
Hereford,
HR4 7RE
01432 760746 / 07977 404181
paulhebron66@hotmail.com

Whirndow Fittine
Vindow HIting

epallr service

&

Property Maintenance

e

#‘Eﬁ:

Stu on D767 675939
info@tolleyhomeservices.co.uk
tolleyhomeservices.co.uk

B4

Shire

lL.awns

Tailored Lawn Care Services

07714 353196
01981 570371

shirelawns@outlook.com
& www.shirelawns.co.uk

&
EiE shirelawns




LLOYD
INSTANT
PLUMBING

LIMITED

. Flooring for your Home
Local, reliable & gIony
. HOME ESTIMATE SERVICE
friendly team

FREE ESTIMATES

All forms and types of flooring

roviding a personalised service
Showers, bathrooms, F Sk £

leaks, drains, radiators,
NORMAN BRAITHWAITE
taps, overflows and more.

Tel: 07932 275398

CARPETS | VINYL LAMINATES LVT

o 7 8 1 3 3 1 3 2 5 2 Email: flooringforyvourhome@hotmail.com

COMCH HOUSE

INTERIORS

A LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED in 1963
Curtains, Roman Blinds, Loose Covers, Upholstery, Cushions.
Poles, Rails & Plantation Shutters.

Roller, Vertical, Venetian and Integral Blinds.

Bespoke Soft Furnishings, Smart Technology and Interior Design Advice.
An extensive range of pattern books in our showroom & an onsite workroom.
We look forward to welcoming you at
Bagley's Croft, Brinsop Herefordshire HR4 7AT
www.coachhouse-interiors.com

01981 500777




YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

specialisingin
domestic installations,
including:

* Additional Sockets
and Lighting

« Consumer Unit
Upgrades

* Electric Vehicle
Charge Points

« Garden Lighting
.. L0 Name just a few!

Over 20 years experience
24-month ‘No quibble workmanship guarantee’

M S BusinessReview I} N2 ESWEE
Green City! | 5:0%iok APPROVED

AAAAA
CONTRACTOR

Gall Dan today, for your free no-ohligation quote
Phone - 01432 683841
Mobile/WhatsApp - 07886 832 724
Web - greencityelectricalhereford.co.uk




{__| Home Framing Neil Marks
Martin’s Picture Framing Carpenter & Joiner

. . A qualified craftsman
Designed in your home with over 25 year’s experience

Delivered to your door All aspects of carpentry & building work.
01432 761374 D A friendly and reliable service.

BULK BAG

— SUPPLY —

) Topsoil  (¥jCompost
(¥ Woodchip (¥ Logs
(¥) And More....

QUALITY CARPENTRY

1 Elm Cottage, Tillington
Hereford HR4 SLL

Telephone: 01432 760467
Mobile: 07967 810716

Call/Message Tom Johnson:
TEL: 07395 005612 5
Quality Supplies + Fast Delivery « Local Service ;

SMITH RNDGE

HOMECARE

Gentle, Local Homecare Across Hereford & Surrounding Villages

At Smithridge Homecare, we support people to remain safely and comfortably in their own homes.

As an independent Herefordshire provider, we are proud to have a long-standing team of carers and managers - offering familiar faces,
consistency and care built on trust.

We provide personal care, companionship and practical support, always delivered with dignity and kindness.

If you would like to talk through care options for yourself or a loved one, we are always happy to help.

. 01432 680280
“ karen@shc-homecare.co.uk
@ www.smithridgehe.co.uk/homecare
_—

Caring for each person with compassion, respect and integrity.



? Caring for and supporting
v - el r '
b ‘ e people in the comfort of

Kemble at Home is a multiple award-winning, local, family
company. We have been providing OUTSTANDING care for

people in Herefordshire for over 30 years. If you would like
more information about how we can support you, please
contact us.

=]

L

their own home since

o

O
=

GT Home

www.kembleathome.co.uk
01432 352 443 | enquiries(@kembleathome.co.uk
Sigeric Business Park | Holme Lacy Road | Hereford HR2 6BQ

e

MILES

—{ AUTOMOTIVE /A% =—

EHICLE REPAIRS? % (ﬁ‘

WHAT ABOUT SERVICES AND MOTS?
- ) _ Air Conditioning
Sgrv.icmg all m.akes and models with fast and friendly service
I T T RIS Vehicle collection service available
Find us at: Miles Automotive, Tillington, Hereford, HR48LE
Or Contact us below
Our Website g, Callor leave a Message/Text
www.milesautomotive.co.uk {N8) 07446 362981

/,%) \ Reflexology & Indian Head
2 g } Massage
E;j. i Relax * Restore * Rebalance

Beneficial therapies that boost overall health and wellbeing,
provided in the comfort of your own home.

Service Area Contact

Burghill * Tillington = Amanda Coates (Dip Ref, Dip IHM)
Canon Pyon (and Member of FHT
X Call/Text: 077021632 surrounding villages) Email: amandacoates2502@gmail.com
ail: Hairbybecky palmer@yahoo.c Tel: 07857 890492 for more

information and bookings




REVEREND PHILL & CONTACTS

Churchwarden:
Dave Kelly (Also Sacristy) -
kelly.da2024@hotmail.com

Deputy Churchwarden:

Max Jenman -
rmjenmanl485@hotmail.com
07485142141

Safeguarding Officer:
Liz Donovan - 760881

Parochial Church Council
Secretary:

Louise Russell -
burghillpccsecretary@gmail.com

Treasurer:
Mark Lyddon -
smtvtreasurer@gmail.com

Gift Aid:
Michael Langford - 01432 761404

Director of Music:
Jason Walker - 07402 862046

Deanery Synod rep:
Anna Nugent

Bellringers: Mandy Welch -
01432 769142

RECTOR: Reverend Dr Phillip Brown
The Vicarage, Burghill, HR4 7SG
01432 761821 - revpjbrown.777@gmail.com
Church email: burghillchurch@gmail.com
Church website: www.burghillbenefice.com

PCC Members:

Emma Noble

(Also Electoral Role
Officer), Anna Nugent,
David Bishop,

Geraldine Jeffery,

David Kelly & Mary Hilder.

Church Flowers:
Geraldine Jeffery -
01432 674013

The Simpson Hall

Chair:

Michael Aitken-
maitken46@outlook.com
07484 324904

Treasurer
Paul Kelly-
paul.shtreasurer@btinternet.com

Secretary
Twink Helme-
s.e.helme@gmail.com

Bookings Manager:

Charlie Poolton -
07726148736

37


mailto:paul.shtreasurer@btinternet.com
mailto:s.e.helme@gmail.com
tel:+441432769142

VILLAGE CONTACTS

MAGAZINE
Editorial & Adverts: Amy Jones -

burghill.tillingtonmagazine@gmail.com
Distribution: Paul Kelly - paul.kelly21l@btinternet.com or
07741478571

PARISH COUNCIL
Chair: Alister Walshe

Vice Chair: Simon Hairsnape

David Bishop, Scott Bristow, Sam Davies, Pat Eagling, Mark Ellis,
Tim Gilbert, Neil Marks, Janette Pudsey, David Tong, lan Watkins &
Peter Southern & Jade Williams- Vacant x1

Parish Clerk: Amy Jones - clerk@burghillparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://burghillparishcouncil.gov.uk/

Any Parish related issues please use email above (Public
Footpaths etc and they will be delegated appropriately).

HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL
WARD Councillor: Pauline Crockett-

pauline.crockett3@herefordshire.gov.uk

ORCHARD MULTI ACADEMY TRUST- BURGHILL COMMUNITY

ACADEMY
Executive Headteacher: Mr B Caldicott

Head of School: Mrs E Potter

SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM CONTACTS
PCSO Adam Westlake 6552-

herefordm.snt@westmercia.police.uk

WEDNESDAY GROUP
For Church Yard Maintenance: Max Jenman - 07485 142141




LOCAL CONTACTS

Retirement Club: John Parnaby - 0772 1892844

The Simpson Hall (Bookings) 07726 148736- https://simpsonhall.uk/

Good Neighbour Scheme: Joe Helme - 01432 760816
Guides: Elizabeth Atkins - 07940 436104

Brownies: Mrs Fiona Bailey - 07866 336160
Rainbows: Emily Richardson - 07966 213633

Cricket Club Secretary: Mr. P. Knight - 07880 790249
Burghill Rangers Football Club: Hugh Brookes - 07473 752990
Bridge Club Secretary: Peter McCall - 07733 097692
St Mary’s Walking Group: Annie Ness - 01432 760552
Short Mat Bowling: Colin Reynolds - 07703 343537
B&T Handbells Ringers: Liz Donovan - 01432 760881
C.A.P & COPSE: Sally Robertson - 07581 334900
Gardening Club: Sue Rix - 01432 769496

Knit One, Natter Too: Joanna Helme - 01432 760816

Burghill In Bloom: Max Jenman - 07485 142141
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Looking to protect your
home with expert

roofing, insulation, or

spray foam removal?

Trust Stratton Roofing,
your specialists in long
lasting, professional
solutions

OUR
SERVICES

Spray Foam Removal
Leak Detection & Repair
Roof Repairs
Roof Cleaning
Insulation Install

Contact Us Today For A Free Consultation!

(£)0800 043 8001
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	Entry deadline 20th of every month @ 12noon
	If you would like to receive this magazine by email, please email the editor to be added to the mailing list.
	Want your business, advert or an event listed in our next issue?
	Email: burghill.tillingtonmagazine@gmail.com


	Harvest: Thank God for the Supermarket!
	There are certain signs that autumn has arrived. The evenings become darker, the leaves begin falling from the trees, the heating is switched on with some reluctance, and someone in the village starts complaining that the weather is not what it used to be. And, of course, there is Harvest Festival.
	Harvest is one of those wonderfully traditional occasions when we decorate the church with vegetables, fruit, flowers and tins of baked beans, sing hymns about gathering in the harvest, and then wonder what on earth we are going to do with three dozen tins of peas.
	It is easy to forget what harvest is actually about. Most of us have never had to grow enough food to see a family through the winter. If we are hungry, we don't generally reach for the hoe and head into the garden. We reach for the telephone, the car keys or, increasingly, an app on our phone. Our food comes from supermarkets, which are rather impressive places. You can walk in wanting a pint of milk and emerge forty-five minutes later with a bottle of wine, a packet of biscuits, a reduced chicken and something you have no idea how to cook.
	But behind all that convenience are farmers, growers, pickers, drivers, warehouse workers, shop assistants and countless others. Somewhere, somebody has worked extremely hard to produce the food we quite casually put into our trolley. And then there is the weather.
	Farmers, perhaps more than anyone else, understand that ultimately we are not in control. Too much rain is a problem. Too little rain is a problem. Too much sunshine can be a problem. Too little sunshine is definitely a problem. And snow in March is simply an invitation to despair. Harvest therefore reminds us of something we can easily forget: we are dependent upon God and upon one another.
	It also reminds us to be grateful. We have become very good at complaining — about the weather, the price of things, politicians, traffic, etc... Harvest gives us an opportunity to stop and say, "Actually, there is an awful lot for which we should be thankful."
	But gratitude should lead to generosity. While many of us have plenty, others do not have enough. Harvest is a reminder that God's gifts are not intended simply to be stored in our cupboards, garages and bank accounts. They are to be shared.
	So this Harvest, let us give thanks for the food on our tables, for those who produce it, and for the extraordinary generosity of God's creation.
	And if you find yourself looking at the harvest display and wondering why anyone thought we needed fourteen marrows, remember: somewhere, someone is probably wondering exactly the same thing.
	Thank God for the harvest — and pass the apple crumble!
	Phill

	🐕 Dog waste bins – we want your views!
	The Council is looking at whether additional dog waste bins are needed around the village and is currently considering potential locations and costs.
	Before making any decision, we want to hear from residents.
	Do you think additional dog waste bins are needed? If so, where would you like to see them?
	Please look out for our poll in this edition of the Parish Magazine and let us know your views.
	❤️ Defibrillators
	Checks on the parish defibrillators are ongoing. The cabinets have been unlocked to promote access when needed and the Council is now looking at the costs of any required maintenance or replacement equipment.
	These costs will be considered at the next Parish Council meeting.
	🏡 Planning
	The Council considered two planning applications during the meeting and raised no objections to either, while noting the relevant requirements and comments from the Highways Authority regarding access.
	The Council also noted a number of recent planning decisions from Herefordshire Council.
	👥 Parish Council vacancy
	There is currently one Parish Councillor vacancy remaining.
	Cllr Jade Williams has also been appointed to the Finance and Administration Working Group.
	📅 Next meeting
	The next ordinary meeting of Burghill Parish Council will be held on:
	Tuesday 10th November 2026
	Members of the public are welcome to attend.
	COMMUNITY EVENTS
	📅 Weekly Events
	Every Monday
	-Pilates 9.30am
	(Simpson Hall)
	-Tai Chi 1.15pm
	-Bell Ringing 7pm
	(St Marys)
	-Bridge Club 7pm (Every other wk) (Simpson Hall)

	Every Tuesday
	-Golden Meadow Play Group 10am (Simpson Hall)
	-Short Mat Bowling 2pm
	(Simpson Hall)
	-Brownies 5.30pm
	(Burghill Girlguiding HQ)

	Every Wednesday
	-Hatha Yoga with Suzanne 9am
	(Simpson Hall)

	Every Thursday
	-Pilates 10.30am
	(Simpson Hall)
	-Ageless & Active 12pm
	(Simpson Hall)
	-Handbell Ringers 6.30pm 🔔 (Simpson Hall)
	-Rainbows 5.15pm
	(Burghill Girlguiding HQ)
	-Guides 7pm
	(Burghill Girlguiding HQ)
	-Bridge Club 2pm (Every other wk) (Simpson Hall)

	Every Sunday
	-Kendo 5pm
	(Simpson Hall)
	📌 Other events at Simpson Hall
	Tue 6th Oct - 7.30pm Gardening Club
	Fri 9th Oct - 10am Community Cafe
	Fri 9th Oct - 6.30pm Movie Night (see poster)
	Wed 14th & 28th Oct - 2pm Knit One Natter Two
	Thur 15th Oct - 2pm Retirement Club
	Fri 16th Oct- 6.30pm Fashion Show (see poster)
	Sat 17th Oct- 6pm Hand Bell Concert
	Wed 21st Oct- 2pm Community Digital Awareness Talk Hub
	Mon 26th Oct- Movie Night (see poster)
	Fri 30th Oct- 12.30 GNS Summer Lunches
	Fri 30th Oct- 4.30pm Little Monstes Halloween Party (see poster)
	Sat 31st Oct- 7pm- 8pm Halloween Party



	Burghill and Tillington Retirement Club
	October: On Thursday 15th there will be a slide show by Pedro (who lives in ourvillage) entitled My Travels.
	November: On Thursday 19th a representative from the Cats Protection League will give a talk on their work in the Herefordshire area.
	Tickets for the draw, that take place at each meeting, cost £1.
	We meet in the Simpson Hall. We start gathering from 2pm onwards and commence at 2-30pm. The cost is £3 and it includes light refreshments.

	Burghill & Tillington Gardening Club
	Simpson Hall
	Tuesday 6th October
	7.15pm
	This month Michelle Blackmore from Madley Plants will demonstrate planting ideas for winter containers.
	She will also bring plants and bulbs for sale and can take cash or card!
	All are welcome. £4 on the door, refreshments included.
	To continue next year, the Club still needs a new secretary, if you are interested please talk to Sue.

	sueanddavidrix@talktalk.net

	Burghill FABS (PTFA)
	Annual General Meeting
	Monday 12th October- 7pm- The Three Elms Pub
	We would like to invite you to our AGM. Everyone is very
	welcome to attend. As this is our AGM, new members will be elected, so it is especially important that we have enough attendees present to carry this out.
	If you ae interested in standing for a role (and we know some people expressed interest recently) please let us know in advance.
	We look forward to seeing as many of you there as possible.
	Best regards
	Kelly Benjamin- Chair



	Community Digital Awareness Sessions
	At the Simpson Hall, Burghill, HR4 7RW
	The next free Digital Awareness Session will be on Wednesday 21st October 2- 4pm. Those attending are welcome to bring their own device, laptop, tablet, or smart phone and we can help you to access relevant sites for information, give advice on security such as potential Scams, setting up emails, filling in online forms etc, or simply just getting to grips with your mobile phone. Alternatively, we also have two laptops provided by the Herefordshire Community Fund which are available for your use.
	Meanwhile if you would like more information or have a query, please leave a message, or text 07889285657 and we will get back to you. Alternatively, you may email:
	janettepudsey@burghillparishcouncil.gov.uk

	Knit One, Natter Too
	The Autumn can be a good time to start a new project, as we spend more time indoors and the thought of creating something cosy sounds more appealing.
	You don’t have to be a knitter - bring your own craft project and come along. You can be sure of a warm welcome, whatever your interest or level of expertise.
	We have some (almost) complete beginners as well as more experienced members who are always willing to provide advice or practical help.
	You are also welcome if you only want to natter!
	We usually meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month in the Simpson Hall, from 2-4pm, with refreshments provided, paying £2 per session.
	October meetings are on the 14th and 28th.
	If you need help with transport, do let me know.
	Joanna Helme Tel:760816email:joannahelme@gmail.com


	Burghill CAP & Community Library
	Our next sessions are
	Friday, 9th October 2026
	10 am to 11.30 am at The Simpson Hall
	during the Community Café Session
	A new selection of jigsaws available to borrow

	Burghill & Tillington
	Good Neighbour Scheme
	Including the Community Café
	We can help with any of the following:
	Delivering a hot meal from Burghill Valley Golf Club to anyone in the village, on Monday to Friday
	Trips around the village and to town
	Running errands, such as fetching prescriptions, library books, shopping,
	Simple DIY jobs
	Befriending, if you would like someone to talk to
	Socialising at the Community Café or outings
	Simple gardening in an emergency
	Contact Joe Helme: 01432 760816 or jfhelme@gmail.com



	The Community Café
	A warm welcome awaits you at the next café, on Friday, 9th October from 10.00 am to 11.30.  Do join us for coffee or tea and delicious cakes and scones. Don’t worry if you are on your own - you will soon find some friendly folk to chat to.
	If you enjoy the café, why not bring along a friend or neighbour?
	You can also browse books in the Community Library or look up information on the Talk Hub.
	If you think you might like to take some goodies home with you, please bring a container. These are on sale after 11am.
	We look forward to seeing you.

	Dates: Fridays: October 9th, November 13th, December 11th.
	Time 10 to 11.30

	Please pre-book. Charlie 07726 148736 or Sally 07581 334900
	Please pre-book. Charlie 07726 148736 or Sally 07581 334900
	Restoring Our Wildlife Habitat by Rich Downes
	In 2023, a landmark report revealed the UK’s devastating wildlife decline. Since the 1970’s, the UK has lost over 30% of its wildlife habitat and many creatures are on the brink of extinction. I then realised that that was my lifetime. I’ve witnessed this decline in real time!
	As a young boy living in this parish, we would turn rockery stones to discover frogs, toads, newts, centipedes, millipedes, chrysalises, worms, slugs, snails, beetles, woodlice - now there is nothing but bare earth. The air was busy with birds, bees, butterflies, moths, insects of all kinds - now massively reduced.
	On nearby wetlands we would watch curlew and snipe and get dive bombed by angry lapwings! Iridescent sticklebacks would sparkle in local brooks and the pink willowherb on Tillington Common crawled with spectacular elephant hawk moths and their caterpillars. Now all gone.
	On the extensive grasslands, beautiful, lolloping hares were a regular sight. A favourite game was to see how close we could get to them as they lay basking in the sun. The grasslands are now intensely farmed fields of crops and the hares are no more.
	The clear water of the many ponds, teamed with life; an oasis of biodiversity and an essential resource for so many other creatures. Only one of our five nearby ponds still exists. A knock-on effect of the loss of ponds has been the recline in house martins and swallows which for generations had built their nests on the eves of our houses. No ponds, no mud, no nests, no birds!
	When you now stand and admire the British countryside, it looks idyllic, but that’s from our narrow, human perspective. About 70% of land in the UK is currently farmed and sadly, most farmland is devoid of wildlife. Few gardens have any wildlife habitat and many fruit orchards are sterile environments. Of course, we are indebted to our farmers for helping to feed the nation but the decline in habitat has proved that farming must be done with sustainable methods. Thankfully, many farmers are now embracing this change, but we must all claim responsibility for wildlife’s recovery. We all have opportunities to help in some small way, whether it’s rewilding a patch of garden, digging a small wildlife pond, or planting more wildlife friendly plants and trees. 
	We own a once, neatly mown acre of Tillington countryside which we had always used for gardening and leisure pursuits but we realised it had far more value as wildlife habitat. 
	So in 2024 I put away the mower, wildflower seeds were sown, Budleia, Echinops and a selection of wildlife friendly trees were planted - each tree sponsored by a family member. Two ponds were created, now alive with frogs, beetles, newts and dragonflies; also an essential water supply for many other birds and mammals. 
	A large heap of decaying logs was dumped, a compost heap built, a 'dead hedge' constructed to encourage roosting and nesting birds, bug hotels and bird boxes installed, a hedgehog house built, now with a lodger! Corrugated sheets laid down to encourage snakes, slow worms and small mammals - an enormous grass snake found a home there within just a few weeks!
	Two years on, the field is returning to its natural state as we watch Mother Nature taking over. Groups from Burghill school will hopefully be visiting to learn about the sort of action we can all take to help build a better, more sustainable future for our wildlife. We may even one day see our local parish council taking positive steps towards helping maintain and develop our ever dwindling natural environment.

	Burghill in Bloom
	At our next meeting, we will be discussing plans and actions for the year ahead.
	We have been asked whether, following the Parish Council’s spraying of roadside weeds, we can arrange for our new contractors to clear the gutters, followed by the road sweeper to clean up any remaining debris.
	We would also like to continue with our village litter pick, again with the support of the Parish Council, and will be asking for volunteers to help with this next year.
	The Copse Committee has also asked whether we would consider assisting with their biodiversity area once building work commences.
	We will continue to monitor our village plant boxes and will shortly be preparing them for the winter months ahead.
	If you would like to join us at our next meeting or would be interested in helping with any of the above, please get in touch with me.
	Max Jenman
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